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luctance to the gentleman himself, and endeavored to 
ae he motion; but the SPEAKER decided it to be out of his 





tha 
renew 


Per, SLADE then proceeded in his remarks, with a purpose, 


avoid any thing Which might savor of harshness to- 
se who represent the peculiar interests of the South, 
enting petidions here, it had always been solely his pur- 
discharge his duty to his constituents; the petitions from 
1, he was understood to say, he had the honor ot 
«nting he thought were rather too exciting. He believed 
. {these petitioners were ever excite d in their general 
— soa for the abglition of slavery in the District of Celum- 
— he believed, after they shall have accomplished that 
ae that they will have attained nothing then, comparatively 
cae hee Mr. 8. said the proposition of the geutleman from 
Seach Carolina, (Mr. THompPson] involved in itself an absurdi- 
~~ The Constitution gives the House power to make rules ot 
roceedings for the government of its own action; but this 
aa pot such a rule as was authorized by the Constitution; that 
ee not a rule to govern the future action of the House on a 
particular proposition, but inanticipauon disposed of it without 
thisaction. He did not think there was any power in the Con- 
siitution thus to dispose of any matter in advance of its pre- 
sentation. Each House is required by the Constitution to keep 


he said, to 


In pres 


many of whon 


>a journal of its proceedings, but this rule proposes that there 


shallbeno proceeding atall. One-fifth of the members have 


F aiso the right to demand the yeas and nays on every subject 
F brought before Congress, yet this proposition goes to deprive 
F the one-fifth of their privilege, on a certain subject, by legislat- 


ing in advance upon tt, and in opposition to the plain meaning 
He contended that they had just as well 
makean order that all bills should be Jaid on the table without 


being read. The proposition, he said, amounted to an enact- 


ment that petitions on this subject shall not be received—that 


; ic was deceptive in its character—that it seemed upon its face 


inene asectto give the House the right toact hereafter, but 
oa another deprives it of thatright. He arguedto show that 
the laying the question of reception on the table, did not lay the 
petition on the table, butin point of fact, put it back into the 
pocket of the member who presented it—that it amounted toa 
decision that they should not be received. It was in effect the 
abridgment ofthe right of petition. — ’ 

Mr. 8. admitted that the House might refuse to receive peti- 


; tions for a certain vause—that ti might refuse to receive such as 


asked them to violate the Constitution,or presented,on their face, 
that which was highly obnoxious. He did not fully subscribe to 
the doctrine that a petitioner might demand the presentation and 
reception of a petiiion; for he thought the Representative had 
the right to refuse to present, and the Heuse to receive, such 
petitions as were absurd, monstrous, and abusive in their cha- 
racter. Abolition petitions, he said, were not of this character: 
aud he asked gentlemen whether, if they threw them out, it 
would not be an infringement of the Constitution—it would 
be depriving a class of citizens of the right of petition on a 
subject which they considered a grievance, and which Congress 
had the power toredress. He considered the proposition looked 
fat beyond the question of slavery; and cautioned gentlemen to 
take care that, in their zeal to suppress petitions on this subject, 
they did not go too far, and establish odious principles. Mr. 8. 
showed how this principle, ifonce adopted, might operate to 
exclude petitions on any other subject. A law might be enacted, 
making a duty of 30 per cent. on importations; and their South’ 
ern brethren might load their tables with petitons, Complaining 
that it was onerous, that they were on the road to ruin in con 
sequence. They might petition against harbors, pre-emptions, 
post routes, or any other subject within our legislative powers. 
Yet the principles of the proposed rule would as well apply to 
this class of petitious as those on the subject of Abolition. 

He asked gentlemen to look deliberately to what they were do- 
ing, to see Whether they Were not preparing halters for their 
ownnecks. Petitions might be presented praying the exposure 
ol tie corruptions of Government. Excitement was the only 
cause, it seemed, forthe rejection of those on the subject of 
Abolition; but the fear of exposure might operate with equal 
propriety for those in power to resort to this rule to rej: ct peti- 
ions on the subject of corruptions; it would be a convenie:t 
oneto shut the mouths of the Representatives against those 
abuses. There would be voend to the direful effects of this 
rule; the question of right to petition was that upon which all 
hinges. Mr. S. then went into anatgument to snow that this 
wasa fair subject for the legislative action of Congress He 
contended that that article in the Constitution which gave 
Congress the power to “exercise exclusive legislation over the 
District,” gave them power over this subject; and admitted if it 
Was not so, there could be no grievance upon which to base 
those petitions. The language “exclusive legislation, car- 
ried upon its face its own verity—it was a self evi- 
dent proposition, and could be made no plainer—the mere 
declaration catried home to every mind the conviction that the 
power exists. Hesaidthe Legislatures of Maryland and Vir- 
gina had no more right to legislate for the District of Columbia, 
than they had to legislate for the State of Maine—that the Dis- 
trict had no goverument, and no power to legislate for itself; 
and the power must, of consequence, exist in Congress alone. 
Mr. 8. then cited authority of Mr. Madison, Patrick Henry, and 
Yarlous others, in proof of the fact that the power of Congress 
over the District was complete, and that the abolition of slavery 
therein was subject to the exclusive legislation of Congress. 
He thea exammed the nature of the grant by the States of Ma- 
fyland and Virginia, in proof of his position, and read 
oe reports of committees of Congress, touching the 
suyject of slavery in the District of Columbia, and bills 
Proposing legislitive action, and for the amelioration of the 

“iuon of the slaves, Whilet he admitted the right to reject 
Petitions which proposed to Congress to violate the Constitu- 
tion, yet he thought all petitions of doubtful character should 

received. He inated upoa the representative body as the 
embodyment of their constituency, and that they should receive 
‘he impression of their sentiments, and not treat with impunit 
' ir prayers. What (he said) was the right of petition wort 
it t did not have the ear of power? It could not be said that 
Ae Tight existed at all, if the petition was not received or lis 
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tened to, and it was a gross violation of the right of petition to 
keep the petitioners without the hearing of that body. If this 
principle should obtain, the next thing would be to eay 
that petitions should not be presented. As the ball rolls 
on, it weuld at last be made a _ penal offence to pre 
sent Abolition or other petitions. The States that ne- 
ver come here as petitioners would, under this rule, be 
treated as if they were. He had in his possession a resolu- 
tion of the Legislaturejof Vermont, protesting against the re- 
solutions of the last Congress on this subject as a gag; but this 
would be drawn intothe same common vertex with individual 
peutions. They had no right to presume in anucipation that 
a sOVereigu State would ask them to do an unconstituuional act. 
It was monstrous, making this sweeping rule, which even dis 
regarded the sovereign power ofa State. Mr. 8. cited instances 
when siave Siates,and Alexandria had petitioned Congress upon 
this subject as a grievance; and argued that the citizens of 
Vermont had as much right to petition as they. He then advo- 
vated the principlesof the Abolitionists, and showed that they 
did not wish to deprive the master of his slave by physieal 
force, but thought slavery a grievance, and a fit subject for le- 
gislative action. Mr. S. continued atmuch length, and before 
concluding his remarks, yielded the fioor to 

Mr. PARRIS, who moved that the House adjourn. 

Mr. CRABB demanded the yeas and naye, which were order- 


ed; but the question was taken by count, and decided in the al 
firmative—yeas 94, nays 57. 
The House then adjourned till Monday next. 
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IN SENATE, 
Monpay, January 20, 1840. 

The CHAIR presented a memorial of the Legis- 
lature of the Territory of lowa, asking fer an ap- 
propriation toaid in completing the penientiary in 
that Territory; which was referred to the Commit- 
tee on the Judiciary. 

Also, the petition of the administrators of John 
McHatton; which was referred to the Committee 
on Revolut onarv Claims. 

Mr. MERRICK presented the memorial of 
Chailes Blight, in behalf of himself and the heirs 
of Robert Fulton; which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Claims. 

Mr. M. also presentei the memorial of the cor- 
porate authorilics of the City of Washington, pray- 
mg for the improvement of certain streets and 
avenues; 

And the memorial of the Board of Health, pray- 
ing for the construction of a lunatic asylum; 
which were referred to the Committee on the Dis- 
trict of Columbia, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. DAVIS presented the petition of Silence 
Elliot; which was referied to the Committee on 
Revolutionary Claims. 

Mr. D. also presented the petition of Thomas B. 
Parsons; which was referred to the Committee on 


‘Naval Affairs. 


Mr. CLAY of Kentucky pre ented the petitien 
of Mary Brush; which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on the District of Columbia. 

Mr. WILLIAMS presented the petition of Polly 
Clough; which was referred to the Committee on 
Naval Affairs. 

Mr. W. a'so presented the petition of a number 
of citizens of the State of Maine, praying the 
adoption of measures for effecting a Congress of 
nations for the purpose of adjusiing international 
difficulties without a recourse to arms; which was 
Jaid on the table. 

Mr. ALLEN presented the memorial of the pre- 
sident and directors of the Portsmouth and Co- 
lumbus Taornpike company, praying for a grant of 
public lands; which was referred to the Committee 
on Public Lands. 

Mr. TAPPAN presented the petition of Lewis 
Feu'chwanger, praying permission to issue as coin, 
of the value and denomination of one cent, a quan- 
tity of German siiver, of which he is the inventor; 
which was referred to the Committee on Finance. 

Mr. GRUNDY presented the memorial of Ed- 
mund Fanning, praying for assistance of Govern- 
ment for an expedition ¥@ the Sou'h Seas; which 
was referred to the Committee on Commerce. 

On motion by Mr. LUMPKIN, the petition and 
papers of Alfred Stewart, now on file, were refer- 
red to the Committee on Indian Affairs. 

The motion of Mr. MERRICK, to refer the pa- 
pers in relation to the claim of the owners of the 
ship Allegany, to a select commitiee of three, was 
taken up; and, after some remarks from Messrs. 


Votumsy 8.........No0. 9. 
PRICE $1 PER SESSION. — 
MERRICK, WRIGHT, SMITH of Indiana, 
HUBBARD and KING, was agreed to. 

Mr. WRIGHT presented a memorial from the 
agents of s'eam yj ackets between the city of New 
York and various European ports, praying for a 
modification of the law allowing a drawback on 
imports, so as to allow a drawback on coal im- 
ported by them and used on their return voyages to 
Europe; which was referred to the Committee on 
Commerce. 

Mr. W. also presented the memorial of Esther 
Lefferts; which was referred to the Committee on 
Revolutionary Claims. 

Mr WILLIAMS, from the Committee on Naval 
Affairs, to which had been referred 

The memorial of a number of the surviving 
captors and representatives of deceased captors of 
the frigate Philadelphia, praying remuneratién for 
their services; and 

The petition of sundry widows of persons lost 
in the privateers of the United States, for renewal 
of pensions: 

Severally asked to be discharged from the 
further consideration thereof; which was agreed to. 

Mr. STRANGE, from the Committee on Nava- 
Affairs, to which was referred the petition of Sa; 
muel Warner, made an adverse report thereon 
which was ordered to be printed. 

Mr. LINN, from the Committee on Private 
Land Claims, to which had been referred the me- 
morial of the Legislature of Wisconsin, praying 
for the confirmation of the claim of Francis Laven- 
ture and others, asked to be discharged from its 
further consideration, and that it be referred to the 
Commit'ee on Public Lands; which was agreed to. 

Mr. WRIGHT, from the Committce on Fi- 
nance, to which was referred the letter of the Be- 
cretary of War, asking an appropriation for the 
removal of the Stockbridge and Munsee Indians, 
asked to be discharged from its further cogsidera- 
tion, and that it be referred to the Committee on 
Indian Affairs; which was agreed to. 

Mr. W. al:o from the same committee, to which 
had been refeired the memorial of a religious com- 
munity of St. Louis, denominated the “Ladies of 
the Sacred Heart,” a-ked tobe discharged from i's 
further consideration, and that it be laid on the ta- 
ble; which was agreed to. 

Mr. W. also from the same committee, to which 
had been referred a resolution of the Senate in re- 
lation to the repeal of duty on marble busts and 
statuary, asked to be discharged from its further 
consideration, and that it be referred to the 
Commi'tee on the Library; which was agreed to. 

Mr. PIERCE, fiom the Commistee on Pensions, 
reported a bill providing for WB continuahee of 
the office of Commissioner of Pensions, and to 
transfer business heretofore transacted at the Navy 
Depar ment to that office; which was read, and or- 
dered to a second reading. 

Mr. WILLIAMS, in pursuance of notice, asked 
and obtained leave to introduce a bill to explain 
the fifth section of the act for the better orge nization 
of the United States Marine Corps; which was 
read twice and referred to the Committee on Naval 
Affairs. 

Also, a bill to regulate the pay and emoluments 
of pursers in the navy; which was read twice, and 
referred to the Committee on Naval Affairs. 

Mr. SEVIER, in pursuance of notice, asked and 
obtained leave to introduce a bill to provide for the 
security and protection of the emigrant and other 
Indians west of the States of Missvuri and Arkan- 
sas; which was read twice, and referred to the 
Committee on Indian Affairs. 

Mr. STRANGE submitted the following reso- 
lution : 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Jadiciary 
be instructed to inquire into the expediency of so 
amending the several laws upon that subject as to 
allow all the newspapers in the respective States to 
publish the laws passed at each session of Congress 
as.is now done by the three newspapers selected in 
each State, and in consideration thereof, and as the 
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only compensation to be received by any newspa- 
per therefor, be allowed to circulate within their re- 
spective Btates free of postage. 

Mr. PRENTISS submitted the following resolu- 
tion, which was adopted: ; 

Resolved, That the Committee on Pensions be in- 
structed to inquire into the expediency of granting 
a pension to Ebenezer Swan, on account of a dis- 
ability inourred by bim in the military service of 
the United States. 

ARMED OCCUPATION OF FLORIDA. 

The bill for the armed occupation and settlement 
of that part of the Territory of Florida infested by 
marauding bands of hostile Indians, was taken up 
on its third reading. 

After some remarks from Mr. PRESTON in op- 
position to the bill, the question was taken on the 
passage of the bill, and resulted yeas 24, nays 15, 
as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Benton, Brown, Bucha- 
nao, Calhoun, Clay of Alabama, Cuthbert, Fal- 
ton, Grundy, Hubbard, King, Linn, Lumpkin, 
Mouton, Nicholas, Pierce, Roane, Robinson, Se- 
vier, Smith of Connecticut, Walker, Williams, 
Wright, and Young—24. 

NAYS—Messrs. Betts, Clay of Kentucky, Clay- 
ton, Crittenden, Davis, Dixon, Henderson, Knight, 
Mertick, Phe'ps, Prentiss, Preston, Smith of In- 
diana, Strange, and White—15. 

So the bill was passed. 

THE INDEPENDENT TREASURY BILL 

Was then taken up on its third reading. Mr. 
CLAY of Kentucky addressed the Senate at great 
length in opposition to the bill. 

Mr. WALKER rose to reply to some of the re- 
marks of Mr. Cray; but at the suggestion of many 
Senators, gave way toa motion for adjournment. 

And the Senate adjourned. 








HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Monpay, January 20, 1840. 

The SPEAKER announced to the House that 
the subject before it was the special order of Satur- 
day, being the proposition of Mr. Tnompson, of 
South Carolina, to amend the rules by the addilion 
of the following : 

Resolved, That, upon the presentation of any me- 
morial or petition, praying for the abolition of sla- 
very or the slave trade in any District, Territory, 
or State of the Union, and upon the presentation 
of any resolution, of other paper touching that sub- 
ject, the reception of such memorial], petition, reso- 
lution, or paper, shall be considered as objected to, 
and the question of ils reception shall be laid on the 
table, without debate or further action thereon. 

Mr. SLADE, who was entitled to the floor upon 
this subjec', was proceeding, but was interrupted by 

Mr. KEIM, who begged permis ion to make a 
correction of his vote, on Friday last on the pro- 
position of Mr. Jongs, of Virginia, to suspend the 
rules to enable that gentleman to move a resolu- 
tion that tie Clerk mpowered to employ a co n- 
petent person to execiMe the public printing until 
that officer was elected. Mr K. said that, in the 
list of yeas and nays upon that subject, as published 
in the Globe, his name appears among those who 
votel in the negative. Such was not the fact. 
He voted in the affirmative on that propcsition. 

Mr. SLADE resumed, and occupied the floor the 
whole day, in addition to Saturday, in defining the 
principles of the Abolition party, and vindicating it 
from the many reproaches which had (he said) been 
heaped upon it,and argued strongly that the question 
of expediency should not operate to defeat the ends 
of justice. Ile contended that Congress had the 
power to emancipate the slaves in the District 
of Columbia; that there was no implied faith 
given to Virginia and Maryland that the subject 
of slavery in said District should not be touched. 
He then took a review of the rise and pro- 
gress of Abolition principles in England and 
in this country, at which he was much 
gratified, and concluded by defining his political 
position, and particularly in reference to the que;- 
tion of Abolition, and how far that question will 
influence him in giving suppo:t to the nomination 
of the Harrisburg Convention. He had last year de- 
termined to support that nomination, without regard 
to the peculiar notions of the nominee on the sub- 
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ject of slavery; and that, in giving his support to 
Mr. Harrison, he did not do so on account of his 
Abolition principles, but because the happy change 
which the principles he professed would work 
upon the future action of the Government, should 
he be elected. 

Some effort was made by Mr. R. GARLAND 
to introduce a substitute to change the nature of 
the proposition before the House; to which, how- 
ever, objection was made. 

Mr. GARLAND, of Virginia, obtained the floor; 
but gave way to 

Mr. BLACK, who moved that the House do 
adjourn. 

Mr. PETRIKIN demanded the yeas and nays; 
which were ordered, and were—yeas 55, nays 52. 

So the House adjourned. 





IN SENATE, 
Tuespay, January 21, 1840. 

The CHAIR submitted a message from the Pre- 
sident of the United States, furaishing information 
called for by a resolution of the Senate of the 30th 
ult. in re'alion to the amount of money paid from 
the Trea ury to satisfy private claims for the five 
years prceding January, 1840; which was laid on 
the table, and ordered to be printed. 

Also, a letter from the Secretary of State, ex- 
plaining the cause of delay in publishiug the Bien- 
nial Register; which was laid on the table, and or- 
dered to be printed. 

Als», a letter from the Secretary of the Navy in 
relation to the number of clerks employed in that 
Department dur.ng the past year, and their amounts 
of compensation; which was laid on the table. 

Also, a letter from the Secretary of the Treasury 
in answer toa resolution of the Senate of the 15th 
inst. in relation to the establi-hment of marine hos- 
pitals at the mouth of the Arkansas river; which 
was laid on the table, and ordered to be print d. 

Also, a report from the Secretary of War, show- 
ing the amounts appropriated and expended,'and the 
balances remaining in hand, for the service of that 
Department duriag the year 1839; which was laid 
on the table, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. PHELPS presented the memorial of a num- 
ber of citizens of the State of Vermont, praying 
such further legislation of Congress as will effec- 
tually abolish the foreign slave trade; which was 
referred to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

Mr. P. also presented the memorial of a num- 
ber of citizens of Vermont, praying the passage of 
a law to prohibit the local authorities in the Dis- 
trict of Columbia from imprisoning free persons of 
color, and selling them in satisfaction of jail fees, 
on the presumption of their being slaves. 

The reception being objected to, the motion to 
receive was, 

On motion by Mr. SEVIER, ordered to lie on the 
table. 

Mr. SEVIER presented documents in relation 
to the claim of John C. Reynolds; which were re- 
ferred to the Committee on Indian Affairs. 

Mr. NICHOLAS presented the petition of T. F. 
Peterson, praying permission to purchase from the 
Government a certain island, situated near the 
mouths of the Missis-ippi river; which was referred 
to the Committee on the Public Lands. 

Mr. DAVIS presented the memorial of John 
Diele, a citizen of the United States, praying that 
a work published by him in the Sandwich I-lands 
may be admitted into the United States free of 
duty; wh'ch was referred to the Committee on 
Finance. 

Mr. TAPPAN presented the petition of John 
Johnston, praying to be released frog a judgment 
obtained against him; which was r@eried to the 
Committeee on the Judiciary. 

Mr. PIERCE presented the petition of John 
Crawford, praying atrears of pens on; which was 
referred to the Commit ce on Pensions. 

Mr. KING presented the pet't on of Charles D. 
Connor, praying to be allowed the right of pre- 
emption to a tract of land; which was referred to 

the Committee on the Public Lands. 

Mr. HUBBARD presented the petition of Jacob 
Dunham, praying remuneration for property de- 
stroyed during the late war, which was referred to 
the Committee on Clajms. 


Mr. CLAY, of Alabama, from the 
on the Public Lands, to which was refened nt 

A bill for the re‘ivf of certain settlers on the ub. 
lic lands, who were deprived of the benefits of the 
act granting pre-emption rights, which was a 
proved on the 19th of June, 1834; and e 

A bill for the relief of Sutton Stephens; 

Reported the same without amendment. 

Mr. C. also from the same committee, asked 1p 
be discharged from the further consideration of th 
the memorial of the President and Directors of . 
Po:tsmouth and Cvlumbus Turnpike company: 
wh'ch was agreed to. yi 

Mr. PHELPS, frcm the Commiitee on Roa, 
and Canals, to which was referred a bill to grant ° 
the States and incorpora'ed companies engaged 
the construction of roads and canals, the right of 
way through the public lands of the United Sia 
reported the same without amendment. 

Mr. SEVIER, from the Committe on Indiay 
Affairs, to which was referred a bill to provide fo; 
the security and protection of the emigrant and 
other Indians west of the States of Missouri and 
Arkansas, repoited the same without amendmen. 

Mr. S. from the same committee, made an unfa. 
vorable report on the petition of Jubal B. Hap. 
cock; which was ordered to be printed. 

Mr. BETTS, from the Committee on Claims, 1 
which was referred the petition of John Burke 
made an adverse report thereon; which was or. 
dered to be printed. 

Mr. FULTON, from the Committee on the Pub. 
lic Lands, to which was referred the memorial of 
the Western Academy of St. Louis, asked to be 
discharged from i's farther consideration; which 
was agreed to. 

Mr. PRENTISS, from the Committee on the 
Public Lands, to which was referred the petition of 
Chalon Guard, asked to be discharged from jis 
further consideration; which was agreed to. 

The reso'ution submitted yesterday by Mr. 
STRANGE was agreed to. 

Mr. HENDERSON submitted the following te- 
solution: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury in- 
form the Senate if there be not a considerab'e num- 
ber (and what number) of donation claims, or set- 
tlement rights, under the acts of Congress of 1812 
and 1819, for lands situate in the State of Missis- 
sippi, south of the 3lst degree of nerh latitude, 
which have been proven under these laws, and 
surveyed, plotted and returned to the surveyor's 
office of the district by the deputy surveyor of the 
Uni'ed States appointed thereto, but the titles to 
which are thereupon suspended on imputation of 
irregularity in the surveys in regard to form and 
location. 2. Also, whether or not the surveys ex- 
cepted to, exceed or diminish the quantity cf land 
to which claimants are entitled. 3. How long 
since these surveys have been executed, and what 
proportion of them have teen perfected in title. 
4. What is the description and quality of land 
generally in which the e surveys are made. 5. 
And whether, in the opinion of the commissioner, 
if such surveys be irregular, it would not be better 
economy for the Government to confirm them as 
made than incur the expense of resurvey. 

THE INDEPENDENT TREASURY BILL 

Was then taken up, and, after a speech of much 
ability from Mr. WALKER, was, en motion of 
Mr. BUCHANAN, informally passed over. 

The bill for the retief of certain persons therein 
named, was taken up, and, after some remarks 
from Messrs. TAPPAN, GRUNDY, CLAY, of 
Alabama, end ROBINSON, was ordered to be 
engrossed. 

The Senate then went into Executive business, 
and afterwards 

Adjourned. 


les, 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Turspay, January 21, 1840. 

The question before the House was the prope- 
sition of Mr. Trompscn, of South Carolina, to 
amend the rules by the addition of the following: 

Resolved, That, upon the presentation of any me- 
morial or petition piaying tor the abolition of sla- 
very or the slave trade in any District, Territory, 
or State of the Union, and upon the presentation of 
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h the G ernment, Which he believed to be about 


resolution, OF other paper touching that sab- 
any the reception of such memorial, petition, reso, 
ee or papel, shall be considered as objected to, 
Tk stion of tls reception shall be raid on the 
ie, without debate or further acuon tnereon. 
aM GARLAND, of Virginia, being entitled to 
the floor, j 
Mr. JOHNSON asked the gentleman to give 
to enable him to offer a resolution which nro 
xed to give to the suffering poor of the District 
“the surp'us wood at the Caypitor delonging ww 


forty Cc wis. g 
Mr, FISHER objected to the introduction of the 
resolution at that time. ; 

Mr. JOHNSON asked for a suspension of the 


rules for that: purpese. 


Mr. GARLAND, of Virginia, interfered, and 


gid he would be pleased to accommodate the 
gentleman by yielding it, if no objection be made 


to the proposition; but he anticipated there would 


Mae, POPE here rose, and wished to prevail on 


Mr. Gartanp to yield, to enable him to make a 


report from & committee on the subject of the lowa 
and Missouri boundary question. 

Mr. JOHNSON again interposed to press the 
propriety and necessity of granting the relief con- 
templated in his reso'wsion. Lm 

Mr. GARLAND said he was willing to yield 
ihe floor, if it was the understanding by the Cuair 
that he would be entitled to it afierwards. 

The CHAIR said there could be no such under- 
standing. 
Mr. PROFFIT asked Mr. Gartanp of Vir- 
gina, (who was enuted to the tloor,) to 
yield itto him for One mcment, for the purpose of 
introducing a 1es. lution which he (Mr. P.) deemed 
of great imporiance, as calling for informatin 
which the country—the whole country—demanced. 
Mr. P. said, that if the introduction of the resolu- 
tin gave rise to one word of debate—if a single 
objection was made—he would consider it hs duty, 
in rcturn for the courtesy of the gentleman from 
Virginia, 10 withdraw the resolution; giving net ce, 
however, that upon the first opportunity the sub- 

ject should te breught before the House. 

Mr. GARLAND having yielded the floor, 

Mr. PROFFIT read the following resolution: 

Resolved, ‘That the Secreiary at War be directed 
to inform this House, at his earliest convenience, 
whether he has or has not ordered or authorized the 
use of bloodhounds in the war with the Jndians in 
Florida. Also, if such order or authority has 
been given, whether any importation of blood- 
h unds has been ordered, and from what country. 
A'so, the name of the agent employed to purchase 
and select said blcolhounds. Also, the number 
of bloodhounds ordered. Also, whether any 
bloodhounds have actually arrived; and also, if 
the use of the bloodhounds is determined on, the 
Secretary of War is further directed to state the 
name of the officer in the American army under 
whose immediate charge and command the blood- 
hounds are to be used. 

After the resolution was read, objection being 
made by some members, Mr. P. withdrew it. 

Mr. GARLAND of Virginia ssid, upon the 
ques'ion of human rights, as being involved in the 
sudject before the House, he had nothing to say. 
He never would consent to discuss the moral ques- 
lion ofhuman rights there, because he believed it 
Was one with which that House had no right to 
interfere—had no jurisdiction; that it was a ques- 
lion which belonged exclusively to the States. 
With him there was but one aigument—that so 
long as the slave States thought proper to maintain 
the existence of slavery among them, he wou'd, as 
they would, defend it to the utmost extremity. He 
considered that the question involved a higher one 
than the mere right and expediency of abolishing 
‘lavery and the slave trade in the District of Co- 
lumbia; it involved the question whether the peo- 
pe have created an entire despotism over this Dis- 
rict—whether the peop'e here were mere serfs, and 
havenorights. Mr. G. replied to that part of the re- 
marks of Mr. Bippie,a few days ago, in which 
= gentleman had bleaded the great right of peti- 
‘on with the question of reception. He denied 
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that such was a correct position, and thought that 
it did not interfere with any rights guatant'ed to 
them under the Constitution, to refuse to receive 
ther peutions: and called upon gentleman to point 
oul wherein 1t Was inconsistent with that right 
The gentleman fiom Vermont, Mr. Stave, had, 
he said, ccnceded the whole ground that that right 
was atall infringed by the reiection of petitions 
praying unconstitutional legislation: and he be- 
heved that. althc ugh the people Nave a ricnt wo as- 
seme and peuuon Congress tor a redress of gnev- 
ances, yet Congress had the mgnt:o retuse w re- 
ceive such as called upen them to do an uncensti- 
tutional act. Here the great constitutional prin- 
ciple was clear and conclusive 

Mr. G. then read from the first artc’e of the 
amendmen’s or te Const tuuon the words, “that 
Congtess should make no law respecting an esta- 
b!ishment of re'igion, cr prohibiting the free exer- 
cise thereof, or avr.dging the freedom of speech or 
of the press, cr of the right of the peop'e peace- 
ably to assemb'e and pation the Government for 
a redress of ; rievanees.’ He said thete were 
three distinct principles in this clause. He asked 
gentlemen ifa petition came there praying Congress 
to es‘ablish a particular religion, whether they 
would be bound to receive it, with the above clause 
staring them in the face. 

The freedom of the pressmyrs, ils licentious- 
ness, was pro‘ected under this clause; and he wou'd 
ask if a petition be presented praying that that 
powerful engine be trammelled and broken down, 
whether they wou'd receive it. He believed not; 
because they had, under the Constitution, no power 
to interfere with the subject, and cught nvt to con- 
sider such a petition. Mr. G. then referred to the 
circumstances of the times, which induced the 
placing of that guard in the Constitution against 
the invasion of the rights of the peop'e peaceably 
to assemble and petition fer a redress of grievances. 
The reason why it was thus engrafied in that in- 
strument, was because the framers of it had seen 
that the Biitsh Parliament had gone into the bedy 
of the people, and restricted and l:mited their right 
to assemble. 

Mr. G. then read from page 141 of the 
Manual, where, according to parliamettary law, 
it is made necessary that petitions must be sub- 
ser.bed by the petitioners; or if not, must be certi- 
tied by the member presenting it, that it is their hand- 
writing, or some person wi'hout the doors that they 
know the hand-writing of the petitioners; that the 
member presenting it, also, must state its contents 
briefly; a regular motion must te also made, and 
he question put whether it shall be received. 

Mr. G. asked, if Congress had no discretion 
over the subject, why was all this caution in the 
rules necessary? The rule which required its con- 
tents to be stated would be an unmeaaing one. 
Its object was first to ascertain whether the subject 
was within the legilimate jurisdiction of those they 
petition. Why make the responsibility rest on a 
member, of certifying to its contents and the identity 
of the handwriting, if there was no discretion? If 
there was no discretion they could not reject it. 
Then why put the question, if the House have not 
that power? The power, he believed, should be 
exercised with great discretion; but that they had 
the power to reject was incontrovertible. 

Mr. G. then argued at some length as to the 
rights of the people of the District, which he said 
would be annihilated if the principles advanced 
on that floor should obtain—that they had no 
voice in this matter; it would make them as de- 
fenceless as: the serfs of Russia. He contended 
that the people ere entitled to all the benefits of the 
provisions of the Constitution which recognise 
slaves as property, to the same extent that they en- 
joyed those righis before the cession of the District 
by Maryland and Virginia. He argued that the 
people of the Di-trict were entitled to the same pro- 
tection to this species of property as any other kind, 
under the fourth article of the amendments to the 
Constitution, which says, “that the right of the 
people to be secure in their persons, houses, pa- 
pers, and effects, egainst unreasonable searches 
and seizures shall not be violated.” He fur-her 
contended that Congress could not deprive the peo- 
ple of the District of any of the rights which they 
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enjoy in general as apart of the Unied States 
Slaves, he said, are recognised by the Constitutu n 
as property, and Congress had no iight to take it 
even for public purposes without jus: compensa- 
sion. He would excite the people ol the District to 
rebellion against the despotism of the principle 
advanced, that they had no right to resist apy ac 
tion of Congress which wept to deprive thew ot 
there preperty. 

Mr. G. thea examined that clanse of the Co: 
tu'ion which gave Congiess the ri 


' 


vit to exereie 
exclusive legislation over the Distriet of Columbia, 
which he debned to mean that it should exercise 
only such powers as were net prot Liu that in- 
strument,and which were exclus ve of the powers of 
the States. He then examined tie question with 
reference to the:lave tiade mi this isthct, con- 
tending that the people thereof bad the power to 


dispose or this species of property to. the 1Ze ot 
any other State; and that Coner hatno mor 
power to interfere with or iterdict this trade int 
District than they had to | revent ic between th 
citizens of Md. and Va; and saul it would be 


more dangerous innovation of iidevidual 6 

than that of which the Abolition ts eomplamed. 
He then exam ned that prohibicen in the Coust tu 
tion’ aga‘nst the African slave tade after a certan 
period, which, he said, was placed Ciere at the in- 
stance of the Southern States. ‘The States 
now complaining of the evily of slavery, wer 
then in faver of that trade, and wend not 


consent to that prohibition, uness the period at 
which it was to cease wasfixed twenty years in the 
future; and that the Eastern people had two seamen 
engaged in that trade to one Southern seamen. 
Mr. G. then argued this question in all its const- 
tutional bearings, and conclusively proved that 
that Congress had no power at all over the subject, 
and that it rested entirely with the Siates and 
the people of jhe District of Columbia to make the 
first movement towards emancipation. After ad 
verling atsome length to the dangers to be apprehend 
ed from the movements of the Abolitionists, he 
believed that the exc.tement would not be allayed 
by the reception of pe'itions, and civ'ed the many 
instances of reports havi' g already been made up- 


on the subject of these petitious. Mr. Pinek- 
ney’s able report, he said, had net. pre- 
vented discussion, and be did not Leheve 
that a reference of the petilions would bow 
have any better effect than it did al the time 
that report was made, or when the first report wa 
made, which was in the year lis3. Mr. 


G. concluded by saying that he would take what- 
ever stand his friends from the Seuth would take, 
and appealed to the friends of the Const.taucu in 
the North to take the old stand they had heretofore 
occupied on that question. He satd he did not 
want discussion on this subject, and had voted 
from the begianing in favor of every proposition 
to that end, not because he feared to meet it, but 
because the Nerith had no right whatever to inter- 
fere with it, nor that House to legislate upon it, as 
proposed in the petitions. 

Mr. BUTLER, of South Carolina, observed that 
it had not been the habit of gentlemen of the South 
to discuss the constitutionality, expediency, or im 
morality of slavery, and he, believing such diseus- 
sions to be useless, as well as injurout, wou 
therefore be the last man to engage in them. He 
wished he cou'd say, with the gent'einan from Vur- 
gnia, (Mr. Gartanp | that he felt no excitement 
on this subject; but, as excitable ashe felt, and he 
acknowledged without hesitation that he did so, Le 
would endeavorto discuss it calmly, as became a 
citizen of this great Republic, as became one who 
fe't a vital interest in its safety, and who had en- 
deavored to lay aside all sectional prejudices. It 
had always been his course, in the part of the 
country from which he came, to throw what influ- 
ence he had in the scale against sectional feelinzs. 
If such feelings entered at a!] in this question, 't 
was not the fau't of the Souih. Upen this, as 
vpon all other questions, the South esked no pio- 
tection; it only asked to be let alone, and be per- 
mitted to judge of its own affairs. ; 

Opinions and sentiments had been proclaimed on 
that floor which required an answer. One gentle- 
man from New York (Mr. Grancen) seemed to 
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intimate in the opening of his address, that the 
gentlemen from the South, so far as this question 
was involved, were the slaves of sectional and 
iceal opinions. We, sir, might ask, continued Mr. 
B. who is more a slave to local opinions than the 
gentleman h m<elf, in adopting the course he had. 
The gentleman from New York referred them to 
Congressional history to show that these petitions 
had been offered and received for the last thirty 
years, without creating any excitement until the 
year 1836. ‘That might have been the fact, but 
who did not know that the vital importance of the 
subject had grown wp from the fact, that the Abo- 
litioni:ts of the North were no longer weak, 
ignorant, and powerle-s, as they were thirty 
years ago, but that they now were, as the 
gentleman himself proclaimed, men of talents, 
of property, and of influence, while their num- 
bers were daily increasing. The gentleman 
from Pennsylvania was entirely mistaken when he 
supposed that the discussions on this exciting sub- 
ject would be put an end to by a reference of it to 
acommitiee. It had been well shown by the gen- 
tleman from Georgia [Mr. Cotquirr] that the re- 
ference made in 1836, under the reselutions of Mr. 
Pinckney, as well as the reference that was made 
in 1780, so far from putting a stop to the presen- 
tation of these petitions, was followed by an in- 
creased number of them. And such, he would 
venture to assert, would always be the inevitable 
result of weating Abolition petitions in that 
manner. 

The issue made up was not on the right of 
petition, as some gentiemen contended. He would 
tay, to one and all of them, that they should 
make the truth known to their constituents; 
that they should go home and tell those who 
charged them with the prcsentation of such peti- 
tions, that the true issue now presented on that 
floor was one of union or disunion. It was not to 
be disguised that that was the issue now before the 
House and the country. He did not, like some 
gentlemen, say that he never would calculate 
its value when an evil of this magnitude was pie- 
sented.- He did calculate its value. He valued it 
and loved it as the surest safeguard of our liber- 
ties. Itcould not be expected that any man here 
should forget in half a century the common toils 
and dangers of our ancestors, or the objects for 
which they encountered them. He claimed for 
himself as much veneration and love for this Union 
as any man in the uation; but he was com- 
pelled to say, that the moment Congress at- 
tempted to legislate on this subject, the Union 
was practically dissolved—the moment Ccn- 
gress abolished slavery in the District of Co- 
lumpbia, the States interested would look upon it as 
a direct attack upon them, and act accordingly. 
We of the South, "said Mr. B., are not afraid to 
discuss the subject of slavery. We believe the 
institution to be defensible from the scripture itself; 
we believe that it has always existed; and we be- 
lieve, with Governor McDuffie, that to us it has 
proved a political blessing. I will ask the gentle- 
man from Vermont, [Mr. Stapre,] whose tears of 
sympathy for the slave, he says, have been so often 
vhed, if he has no sympathy for the whites of the 
South; if he does not feel for his white fellow citi 
zens of the South, as well as for his black brethren. 
If the object of his abolition petitions, an object he 
has so much at heart, could be accomplished, the 
white people of the South would cease to live. No 
man who knows the South but must know this truth; 
that things must exist at the South as they do now 
or no free white manor woman can live there. 
The South, as he said befcre, claimed no particu- 
lar protection fiom ths Government. When mo- 
ney was to be expended for coast and harbor de- 
fence, it was for the North When money was to 
be expended for the improvement of rivers and 
harbors, it was for the North; and so in most cases 
when the bencefi's of this Government were to be 
dispensed, it was for the North. The Scuwh, how- 
ever, asked for no special favors. All that it did 
ask, was to be permitted to direct their own insti- 
tutions without mol-: tation. 


It had been pointedly asked on that floor how it 
WwaS that persons occupying the position which he 
and his State Rights friends did, could at'ach them- 
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selves to, and act with the Admin’stration party in 
that House. This question was easily answe ed. 
We are not, said Mr. B. partisans of the Adminis- 
tration, nor do we intend to become so. We sup- 
port the leading measures of tve Administration 
because we believe them to be calculated to pro- 
mote the best interests of the country. Mr. B. 
made a few observations which were not heard, 
owing to his face being turned from the Reporter; 
when 

The SPEAKER informed him that it was not 
in order to discuss a subject not before the House. 

Mr. B. continued. He was not going to define 
his position as some gentlemen were in the habit of 
doing. He should let his position take care of it- 
self, and define i'self, by the votes he should give; 
but he was going to state why it was that he and 
his State Rights friencs were so often found acting 
w.th the Administration. We do so, said he, be- 
cause we know that whatever might have becn the 
former opinions of the Chef Magistra’e, he sup- 
poris the best interests of the whole Union. We do 
so because, upon the psramount importance al- 
tached to this Abolition question, he says that he 
nct only believes that it would be a violation of the 
Constitu'ion for Congress to legislate on the sub- 
ject of slavery in the States, but as regards the 
District of Columbia, that to abolish slavery in it 
wonld be highly inexpedient, a violation of the im- 
plied faith of the Government to the States of Vir- 
ginia and Maryland, and that, therefore, he should 
veto any bill passed for that purpo-e. Was it be- 
cause blows had formerly been struck between the 
distinguished individual who was now Chief Ma- 
gistrate and the State Rights party, that the latter 
should not now support him when he was pursuing 
a line of policy which their judgment approved? 
Whatever his cour e might have been on the Mis- 
souri and other questions, his course now, on all 
these questions which deeply interested the South, 
was perfectly sound; and he regretted to say, that he 
could not regard the principles of the gentleman put 
in Opposition to him for the Presidency (Gen. Har- 
rison] as equally sound; for he should desire to see 
every man put in nomination for that high station, 
entertaining correct views on the:e important ques- 
tions. But was this the ease wih the nominee of 
the Harrisburg Convention? Sir, sa'd Mr. B. it 
is known that this distinguished individual, in a 
letter written by him so late as 1833, said that he 
would desire to see all the surplus revenues of the 
country appropriated for the purposes of emancipa- 
tion and colonization. With’ this declaration star- 
ing him in the face, how could any Southern man 
support this gentleman for the highest office in the 
Republic? Again: on one occasion in 1836, this 
gentleman was cal'ed on to avow his opinions on 
the subject of Abolition, but he declined giving any 
answer. The Demccratic party, however, have 
no such reluctance to avow their opinions. A 
Democratic convention was lately held at Colum- 
bus, in the State of Ohio, and, among oihers, 
passed the following resolutions: 

[Mr. B. here read the resolutions on the subject 
of Abolition and Aboli:ion societies, adopted by 
the Colambus Convention; for which see another 
part of to day’s paper.] 

There was another resolution, (Mr. B. said,) 
providing that, shuuld there be any members of the 
Convention who did not subscribe to the princi- 
ples contained in the resolutions relating to the 
subject of Abolition, they were requested to leave 
their names with the publishing committee, to be 
published with the proceedings. And he was au- 
therized to say (Mr. B. continued) that no man 
has left his name with that committee. So that 
the position (Mr. B. said) we occupy is this: we 
act with the Administration without being its par- 
tisars so long as it supports the principles to which 
we are committed. Mr. B. afier some further 
remarks, said he regarded the vote taken on the 
nomination at the Harrisburg Convention as indi- 
cative of the position of the Whig party. The 
ground he teok, and that he believed to be true, 
was that the Abolitionists support, and are attached 
to the Whig party. If he was wrong, he desired 
to be corrected. He had a slip from a newspaper, 
which stated that General Harrison belonged to the 
Abolitionist party; and though he did not under- 


take to say that this was true, he knew that 
been wrilten to to avow his op.nions on the 
of slavery, by some of those who wished to 
him, and that he had to this day declined an an 
swer. Mr. B. in conclusion, said he had ny 
when he rose, of occupying the t'me of the Hous. 
for more than a few minutes. All he desired Way 
to discuss the question as it should be diseyss 
and to tell gentlemen from all parts of the Unio, 
that they should go home to their constituents, anq 
tell them that the Soutn was deeply excites 
on this subject; that they demanded to be 
permt'ed to attend to their own interesis 
unmclested by other sections of the Union; and 
that a continued agitation of this subject would en. 
danger the Union. If gentlemen loved the Union 
as they professed to do—if they wished that this 
fair fabric should cescend unimpaired to their pos: 
terity, they would present this question in ils tryg 
aspects to their constituents. 

Mr. DROMGOOLE rose and submitted an 
amendment, which he said he shou'd move the 
previous question on; and, after some remajks 
ona pointof order from Messrs. DROMGOOLE 
ADAMS, UNDERWOOD, MASON, THoMp. 
SON, of South Carolinasand GARLAND, of Lonisi. 
ana, the amendment was then read as follows: 

Srike out all after the word resolved, and insert, 
that all petitions, memorials, remonstrances, ad. 
dresses, resolutions, propositions, or papers of any 
description, touching the abolition of slavery or 
the slave trade ia the District of Columbia, in the 
Territories of the United States, or in any State of 
this Union, or to the transportation of slaves 
from any State, District or Territory of the United 
S:ates, to any other State, District cr Territory, or 
relating in whole or in part, in any way, or to any 
extent whatever, to these subjects, shall be laid on 
the table, without a question and without action or 
debate, and the same shall not be printed. 

Mr. WARREN, of Georgia, submiited whether 
it wasin order; the amendment being, as he con- 
tended, the same thing in substance as the resoln- 
tion of Mr. Cotes, which was laid on the table. 

After some remarks from Messrs. WARREN, 
BRIGGS, and DROMGOOLE, 

Mr. BLACK appealed to the courtesy of the 
gentleman from Virginia and the liberality of the 
House, and proposed that every member who hid 
an amendment to submit, should be permitted to 
offer it, and have it read for the information of the 
House. In this way, Mr. B. said, every gentle- 
man cou!d place himself io the position he desired 
to occupy, and the question could be taken on 
each resolution separately in their order, without 
debate. 

Mr. DROMGOOLE would only remark that no 
consent of his would change the rules of the House. 
It was for the Speaker, and notfor him to say 
whether the gentleman’s proposition was in order. 

Mr. BLACK said he only meant to say that he 
was indebted to the courtesy of the gen'leman from 
Virginia, who was entitled to the flcor, for allowing 
him an opportunity of making the proposition he 
did tothe House. He hoped his resolution might 
be read, and he hoped that every gentleman who 
desired todo so, might be permitted to offer bis 
amendment, for the purpose of showing his views 
on this question. 


Mr. Back’s resolution was then read as fol- 
lows, for the information of the House; but seve- 
ral voices opposing its reception, it was not re 
ceived: 


Resolved, That, upon the presentation of any pe- 
tition or other paper, praying for or touching the 
abolition of slavery in the District of Columta, 
in the States of this Confederacy, or in the Terti- 
tories thereof, the same shall be not received. 


After a debate on the point of order raised by 
Mr. Warren, in which Messrs. DromGoo.e, Fore, 
Br'ccs, Tnompson, Smita, of Indiana, Banks, 
Wanren, Torney, and Everett took part, 

The SPEAKER decided that Mr. Dromcoote’s 
amendment being in substance the same thing with 
the resolut on of Mr. Coves, which was laid on the 
table, it cou d not be received. 

Mr. DROMGOOLE tock an appeal from the de- 
cision of the Cxair; but cn taking the question 0} 
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the appeal, the Crain was sustained—yeas 120, 
na DROMGOOLE then, after some remarks, 
a which he stated he conceived it to be his du'y to 
a a stop to this useless and unnecessary debate, 
moved the previous question on Mr. ‘I'nompson’s 
jons; when 

rer, HOFFMAN moved for a call of the House, 
which was ordered; and the roll having been called 
over, 201 members answered to their names. 
After calling the absentees, further proceedings 
under the call were dispensed with; and 

The question was taken, “‘Will the House se- 
cond the call for the previous qustion?” and deci- 
ded in the negative, (Messrs. Ramsey, of Pennsyl- 
vania, and Jonnson, of Maryland being tellers) — 
ayes 98, noes 99. : 

Mr. ADAMS then submi ted his amendment as 
fellows: : 

Resolved, That the following be added to the 
standing rules of this House, to be numbered the 

st, 
_o petition presented by the Speaker, or by 
any member, with a brief verbal statement of its 
contents, shall be received, unless objection be 
made to its 1eception for special reason; and 
whenever objection shall be made to the re- 
ception of a petition, the name of the mem- 
bir objecting, and the reason of the objection, 
shall be entered upon the journal. The question 
in every such case shall be, ‘“‘shall the petition be 
rejected?” and no petition shall be rejected but by 
a majority of the members present,” 

On motion by Mr. ADAMS, 

The Hou-e adjourned. 


IN SENATE, 
Wepnespay, Jan. 22, 1840. 

Mr. WHITE submitted documents ia relation 
to the memorial of a number of citizens of Mil- 
waukie, remonstrating against the confirmation of 
the claims of Francis Laventure and others to cer- 
tain tracts of land; which were referred to the Com- 
mittee on Public Lands. 

Mr. FULTON presented the petition of Ira H. 
Sabin, praying the right of pre-emption to a tract 
of land; which was referred to the Committee on 
Pablic Lands. 

Mr. BETTS presented the memorial of George 
G Bishop and J. D. Loomsbury, engaged in the 
manufacture of wool, praying a revision of the re- 
venue laws; which was referred to the Commitiee 
on Manufactures. 

Mr. BENTON, from the Committee on Military 
Affairs, to wh’ch was referred the bill for the relief 
of certain companies of Missouri volunteers, re- 
poited the same without amendment. 

The following resolution submitted by Mr. Cray 
of Alabama yesterday, was taken up and agreed to: 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Judiciary 
be instructed toinquire in‘o the expediency of pro- 
viding by law for a stereotype edition of the laws 
of the United States, to embrace all laws of a 
general nature. 

The resolution submitted yesterday by Mr. 
HeNpesson was considered and adopted 

The bill for the reliet of cer‘ain persons therein 
named, was taken up on its third reading, and after 
the title was amended, was read a third time, and 


passed. 
ORDERS OF THE DAY. 

The bill for the relief of Thomas H. Owen and 
John W. Skidmore and others, was taken up as in 
Committee of the Whole; and after some remarks 
hy Messrs. ROBINSON, YOUNG, and TAPPAN, 
Was ordered to be laid on the table. 

THE INDEPENDENT TREASURY BILL 

Was then taken up, and Mr. BUCHANAN 
spcke atg eat length, and with much ab lity, in 
defence of the bill, and in reply to Mr. CLAY, 
= ier oe ae nh further remarks from 

essrs. Y of K 
WALKER, . entucky, and 

On motion of Mr. HENDERSON, 

The Senate adjourned. 





—— 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Wenpnespay, January 22, 1840. 
The question before the House was the propasi- 
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tion of Mr. Tnompson of South Carolina to amend 
the rules, by the addition of the following: 

Resolved, That, upon the presentation of any me- 
morial or petition praying for the abolition of sla- 
very or the slave trade in any District, Territory, 
or State of the Union, and upon the presentation of 
any resolu'ion, or other paper touching that sub- 
ject, the reception of such memorial, petition, reso- 
lution, or paper, shall be considered as objected to, 
and the question of its reception shall be laid on the 
table, withont debate or further action thereon. 

And the proposition of Mr. Apams, as a substi- 
tute for the above, in the following words: 

Resolved, That the following be added to the 
— rules of this House, to be numbered the 

st 

“Everv petition presented by the Speaker. or by 
any member, with a Driet verbal statement of its 
contents, shall he rereived, unless objection be 
made to its reception for special reason; and when- 
ever objection shall be made to the reception of a 
petition, the name of the member objecting, and 
the reason of the objection, shall be entered upon 
the jeurnal. The question im every such case shall 
be, shall the petition be rejected? and no petition 
shall be rejected but by a majority of the members 
present.” 

x. Mr. J. W. JONES, by the permission of Mr. 
Apams, reported, from the Committee of Ways 
and Means,a bill making appropriations for the 
support of the army for the year 1840; which was 
read twice, end referred to the Committee of the 
Whole House on the state of the Union. 

Mr. J. W. JONES also, by leave, introduced 
detailed statements accompanying the bill; which 
were ordered to be printed. 

Mr. R. GARLAND inquired the use of order- 
ing any printiug, or how it would be done. 

Mr. J. W. JONES said the object in having it 
ordered now was, that so soon as the order was ta- 
ken for having the printing done, or a printer elected, 
it would be ready to hand over for immediate 
execulion. 

Mr. J. said that the public service indispensa- 
bly required that the appropriation bills should be 
considered before the end of March; and it was 
impossible that the members could even inform 
themselves of estimates and other matters 
which they should know, if the printing of these 
bills and estimates be not provided for; and 
thought it high time that the House should go into 
the consideration of some bills, and, as a neces- 
Sary preparatory step to facilitate action on them, 
he would offer a resolution providing for the 
printing thereof. 

Mr. J. then introduced his resolution proposing 
to empower the Clerk to have the necessary print- 
ing executed under the same cond:tions as those of 
the res lution of 1819. 

Mr. R. GARLAND said he would not object to 
the resoluiion of the gentleman if he would so mo- 
dify it as to authorize the Clerk to have it done 
upcn the most moderate terms, and to apply only 
to the bills and documents now necessary to be 
printed. 

Mr. JONES said he was willing to modify h’'s 
resolution to make it apply only to the bills re- 
ported, and statements accompanying. 

Mr. R. GARLAND objec ed, without he would 
consent to all the conditions. 

Mr. JONES said it was impossible, he believed, 
to adopt any modification of his propos:tion to 
meet all the objections of gentlemen; if he acced- 
ed io this, there were members ready to urge others. 
He had modified it so as to cover the case of present 
nec ssity, to meet the v.ews of the gentleman from 
Leuisiana. He thought it better now to move a 
suspension of the rules. 

Mr. BRIGGS sugge-ted to Mr. Jones to effect 
his object, to have the necessary prin ing executed, 
that it would be better to move a reconsideration 
of the vote ordering the prnting of the bills, and 
then so amend that mction as to authorize the 
Cle:k to have said bills and statements printed. It 
would require a majority only to effect that object, 
but would require a vote of two-thirds to suspend 
the rules to effect the same purpose. Mr. B. con- 


cluded by making the mution to reconsider. _ 
Mr. R. GARLAND objecied to any indirect 


188 


manner of appointing Printer. The resolution 
goes to give the Clerk the power to appoint that 
officer, when it was the du'y of the House to do so. 
He was opposed to giving this power to the Clerk, 
unless the modification suggested by him should 
be adopted of giving it to those who would do it on 
the best terms. 

Mr. BRIGGS pressed his motion for reconside- 
ration, but at the suggestion of 

Mr. J. W. JONES that such motion would not 
be in order, 

Mr. BRIGGS withdrew it. 

Mr. ADAMS was avout preceeding in his re- 
marks, but was appealed to by 

Mr. SARGEANT, who wished to get the con- 
sent of the House to report from the Commitiee on 
the Judiciary a bill in amendment of the act for 
taking the next census. 

Mr. PETRIKIN objected. He had much of 
the business of his constituents unattended to, and 
would not consent to give any right to introduce 
business from other sources, unless all were put on 
the same footing. 

Mr. ADAMS claimed the floor, and proceeded 
in his remarks, not with the view of discussing the 
subject of the petitions, or s'avery, or slave trade in 
any form, because it would cecupy two much time; 
but to show his objection to the proposition of the 
gentleman from South Carolina, [Mr. Tnompson, } 
by which he said it would be impossible to knew 
what petili ns to receive or what to reject. It was 
impossible, he said, to keep this subject of slavery 
from before the House, no matter what precaution 
gentlemen adopted for that purpose. It would ne- 
cessarily come upon other propositions than abo- 
lition petitions. The subject of entering into com- 
mercial relations with [layti, would bring the whole 
matter up for discussion. He charged the Southern 
gent'emea, who introduced the resolutions to sup- 
press these petitions with all the delay of the public 
business, and for the discussion now going on be- 
fore the House. It was not by his instance 
that this delay was caused, as had been 
frequently been attributed to hm at previons ses- 
sions. He did not believe that if there was a 
proposition before them immediately to abolish 
slavery in the D'strict of Colambia, there would 
be found ten to vote for it. He for one was 
not prepared to go for it, as he had at the pre- 
vious sessicn stated, ner did he believe that his 
friend from Vermont, [Mr. Stape,}] who had so 
ably advocated the cause of human rights, was 
prepared to vote for it; he took it for granted that 
he was not from his remarks. Hethought if gen- 
tlemen wanted to alley the agitation, they ought to 
introduce such a proposition, and see what vote it 
would get. Mr. A. then examined the character of 
the different propositions before the House, some 
of which were of such a nature, he said, as to sus- 
pend the question of reception of these petitions 
between the earth and heaven, or the earth and 
ancther place. 

He then compare: the nature of the proposition 
now before them with that cf tne last session. The 
proposition of last year authorized the reception 
of Abvlition petitions, (at least the Speaker then so 
decided,) but this goes much farther. }t proposes to 
make it a permanent rule of the House to operate 
for two sessions, in effect that they shall not be 
received. It was this propesition to which was 
chargeable all the discussion, and he hoped it 
would not again be laid atthe dvors of the Abo- 
litionists; he hoped the day would come when he 
would be enabled to g ve his views at length on the 
great question involved, which he said would not 
be on a petition for the abolition of slavery in this 
District, bat on a more impostant subject. He ad- 
verted at the same time to the controversy going 


on between four of the States of the Confederacy, © 


which, he said ,were now alnos! on the verge ofacivil 
war on this very question, of which the President 
had not nticed, but which he thought he shovid 
have brought before them. He charge! gentlemen 
not to quiet their fears, if they have any, by the 
adoption of such a resclatioa as proposed, for if 
they did, they would be waked from thet slumber 
by voices more potent than from the dead. ‘They 
cannot keep the question out of the House; they 
had already heaid rhe merits of slavery defenasd 
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sad by its triends; 
come propery before the House, the laws of na- 

if God, the Declaration of Independence of 
the thuteen nal States, would be the ground 
the friends of freedom would take in that House to 
celend, 

Mr. COOPER, of Georgia, said, as one or those 
who hod spoken on the subject, be weuld correct 
the gentleman in one particular. The gentleman 

ted that all that could be sa:d had been said in 

d-fenee of He, for one, had not entered 

tall into the discussion of the sabj cl of slavery, 
bat the const.tational right of property alone. 

Mr. ADAMS again proceeded, by saying that 
the proposition before the House was a small way 
of getling rid of the question, by making a motion 

ece he pet.tion, and then layirg that motion 
on the table. twas unbecoming the general cha- 


ture, ¢ 


avery. 


racter of the movers, and resembled more the cha- 
ract r of the wooden nutmeg of the Yankee trader. 
He knew the proposition must have spraog from 
- other quarter, as those g: ntlemen who offered 
them, he was cenfident,were in favor of the rejectioa 
of the peiions. Ths was one wh'ch would leave 
the garstion onsetiled. He hoped this proposition of | 
haneing up did not come from the Yankee land. It 
was impossille to kaow by this process whether 
that which the petitioners complained of was a 
grievance or not, though it was just and reasonable 
that this inquiry should be first made before dis- 
posing of petitions. It was essential to the ex- 


tence of the Governmew!, 

Mr. A. sad the right of petiton wou'd have ex- 
isted as much without that article of the Constitution, 
which secures to the people the right to assemble 


and petition Congress as if it had not been placed 
there. It was inserted there at the instanee of Vir- 
einia, to prevent its abridgement by Congress; it 
was a prohibition egainst its abridgment; it 


was inextricably interwoven with Congress. The 
greatest despot on the earth wes bound to receive 
petitions from the meanest ef his subjects; it was a 
right which was founded on the important nature 
of man, and he was exceedingly sorry to see any 
thing that would abricge it. ‘This resolution, and 

'| those moved by Southern gentlemen,whether in- 
tended or not, had that effect. Congress could not 
specify one class of petitions, and say it would not 
receive them, without its effect extending to all 
classes; and henee the great danger of adopting the 
rules propo ed, 

Parliamentary preeedents had been referred to 
asa justification by this Elouse for the rejection of 
Abolition pet.tions. He knew of only two prece- 
dents of the British Pariamen'; and these were, 
that that body had undertaken to reject petitions 
against hieh taxes. The petition against the stamp 
act had been rejected by the application of the 
very principles contended for on that floor. These 
are the precedents which can be adduced to prove 
that Congress hes a right to reject petitions, He 
thonght Parliament had much stronger authority 
for rejecting those petitions than that House had 
for these proposed, 

Mr. A. thea examined the const:tut‘onal right 
to gssemble and petition Congress for redre-s of 
grievances, Which, he said, (aotwithstanding they 
had the right to refuse to receive those which were 
offensive in their character and insulting to that 
bo ly,) lef no discretion to reject; if it did, its 1e- 
ception wou'd ultimately depend upon whether the 
petitioners be'onged to the party of the majority 
cr minority in that Louse. 

Mr. A said he would not thank any gentleman 
to vote for the reception of a petition, without 
agrering to ecn-ider it, for wih him the right of 
petuion consisted in its rece; ton and consideration. 
To receive, ard hear, and consider, when presented 
decently, and containing no matter offensive to the 
Hiovse, was what that right consisted in. 

He then read an art cle in suppovt of the above 
opinion, showing that this constituted the right in 
the British House of Commons, 

He thonght the House of Representatives of a 
great nation ought to deal more candidly and 
openly with this matter—that to act in the manner 
proposed was unworthy of this mighty nation. 


Mr. A. here adverted to the controversy going 











on between the Governors of Virginia and New | 


York, and Georgia and Maine, in which this very 
question was involved. They discuss it with abili- 
ty, but the Governor of Virginia has already 
threatened to resort to first principles if the point 
he is contending for be not yielded to him. He 
thought this controversy would ultimately 
bring the whole question before the House, 
and that it would be better to meet it now. 
If the cour.e proposed now be pe’ sisted in, it would 
lead this country to a civil war; to avoid which, he 
was for having all said that could be said on both 
s des, and then come tosuch acompromise as would 
be mutually acquiesced in. The discussion had 
been fully entered into in the convention, before the 
adoption of the Constitution; and the parties there 
came together, and have been kept together for up- 
wards of fifty years. ‘They could not brirg the 
people of the North to terms, or convert thein by 
the course proposed to be pursued. When they 
hould come toa question of war, the friends of 
the North would stand up to their rights as well as 
the South. When the'r institutions are threatened 
w th violence, he hoped they would defend them in 
the best way possible; but as it was not the case 
now, he would invite the South to reason with the 
North wapon this question. Mr. A. said he was 
more opposed to this proposition than that of Jast 
year, because it is proposed to make it a perma- 
nent law of the House. Some of the petitions are 
addressed to the Senate and House of Representa- 
tives, but by the operation of the proposed rule, it 
would neither receive the petition, or allow the 
retitioner the right to withdraw, and present it to 
the other body. 

Mr. A. then made some remarks in favor of his 
own proposition, which makes it the duty to re- 
ceive all petitions, except by objection for special 
reasons, which shall be decided by the vote ofa 
majority. It does not specify in what manner they 
shall be dispesed of. A!l he wanted was, that the 
great right of petition should be acknowledged. 
He was unwilling to admit the right ef the House 
to reject, without the reasons should be given for 
it and entered on the journal. Such a course 
would prevent any objections to these petitions in 
future, and entirely allay all excitement apon the 
subject. : 

Mr. ALFORD then obtained the floor, and dis- 
cussed at length the great constitutional principles 
involved in this question, defended the rigats of 
the South, and defined h's political position with 
reference to the apprcaching Presidential contest. 
The lateness of the hour prevents the Reporters 
from givinga brief synopsis of h's views. His 
speech will be published at length hereafier. 

Mr. HUNT having obtained the floor, said that 
it was his intention to make afew brief remarks, 
but as he was then laboring under a slight indis- 
position, he would ask the Heuse, as a personal 
faver, to consent to a motion of adjournment. 

The motion being made, 

Mr. TURNEY demanded the yeas and nays, 
which, being ordered, were—yeas 85, nays 94. So 
the House refused to adjourn. 

Mr. HAND said he had voted ag: inst the ad- 
journment, with a view of asking the House to en- 
tertain a proposition he wished to present, the ob- 
ject of which was to consider all other petitions 
having no connection witha the preseat subject. 

After some debate of a conversational charac- 
ter, several members here stated that they dil not 
know that Mr. Hunt was laboring under ind:spo- 
sition, or they wou'd not have voted against the ad- 
journment, and remarked that they would consent 
to an adjournment. 

Mr. MONROE renewed the motion to adjourn, 
which was carried. 





IN SENATE, 
Turorspay, January 23, 1840. 

The CHAIR submitted a message from the Pre- 
sident of the United States, in compliance with the 
resolution of the Senate of the 17th inst. a portion 
of which was read, as follows: 

DeEPaRTMENT OF StaTE, 
Washington, Nevember 6, 1839. 
Sir: The British Minister, in a note addres ed on 


the 2d instant, to this Department, states that infor- 
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mation, which had reached his Goveramen, , 
England, and more recent intel| gence received be 
himself from the authorities of the Provinos ,; 
New Brunswick, had made it his duty to cali 4 
attent on of the Government of the Unitej Siat : 
es, 
to the alleged facts that—Istly. The armeg po 
stat.oned by the State of Maine, for the protectins 
of the public pr perty in the disputed territory. ja: 
extended i!s operation, and its armed cecupatic n of 
‘he country along the whole way from the yajje, 
of the Restook to the mouth of Fish river, into the 
valley of St. John, and thus into a portion of )), 
Madawaska setilements. Qdly. That the ¢-1s. 
blishments forme by persons compcsing the arme; 
parties, on the banks both cf the Restook and th. 
Fish river, had assumed an aspect and charagic, 
decidedly mi'itary, and more representing a per. 
manent national possession of the country, thay 
could be required in the civil pos:e of a land ages; 
temporarily occupying it for the sole purpose oj 
preventing trespasses. That those establishmens 
were fortified with entrenchmen's and cannon, an/ 
garrisened by a number of armed men, far grest-, 
than the occasion would warrant. 3ily. That a 
permanent Siate road is being construcied, leadino 
into the valley of the Restook, and from thence o, 
the south side of the St. Johns, to the Fish rive; 
the object of which is to connect those portions 
the disputed territory, with the towns of Augusa 
and Bangor, and other acknowledged parts of the 
the State of Maine. 4thly. That, moreover, |a) 
surveyors, acting under the authority of the State, 
are employed in marking out lots and townships 
within the same po tion of the disputed territory; 
and that sales of lands are being made, with deeds 
regularly drawn under the authority of Maine. 

The British minister protesting in the name of 
his Government, against acts of encroachment on 
the part of the people of Maine, as being at var- 
ance with the agreements entered into in the month 
of February last, first between him and the Secre- 
tary of State at Washington, and subsequently, \y 
your Excel'ency, the Governor of New Brunswick, 
and Major General Scott, for the purpose of avei'- 
ing the danger of local collision on the frontier, 
pending the final settlement of the boundary que:- 
tion between the two Governments, thinks that the 
establishment, in the meantime, of the new ine. 
rests, and the growing up, as it were, of new pre- 
prictiry claims upon the Jands yet in dispute, 
which are likely to be the result of the acts referred 
to, may end by embarrassing the action of both 
Governments. 

In suppert of this opinion, Mr. Fox states that a 
similar reasoning was held en the part of the 
Uni.ed States, when, in the year 1837, this Go- 
vernment remonstrated agaitst an alleged act, of 
design rather, of encroachment of a less objec: 
tionable character than the operations to which te 
refers, namely, the survey of a projected line 0! 
railrcad from Quebec to St. Andrews, parsirs 
through a part of the disputed t+r itory, and he 
adds that, for the preservation of peace between 
the people cn both sides, and of good will between 
the two nations, such acts as those complained 0, 
ought to be desisted from, and the existing arrange: 
ments observed in good faith. 

The President, to whom Mr. Fox’s no'e has 
been communicated, has directed me to express !0 
you his anxious desire, that no occasion should be 
permitted to call in question, the faithful ots‘ 
vance by the Governmen's o! the United Sta‘es and 
Maine, of the arrengements referred to, a stl’ 
ment in which h2 is confident your Exce lency ¥!' 
freely concur, and to request that you will transmi( 
to this Department, such information as may be '0 
possession of the Government of Maine, in re:a!l0" 
to the acts referred to, in order that an appropria’e 
answer may soon be returned to Mr. Fox's com: 
mun ‘cation. I have the honor to be, &c. &e. 

A. VAIL, Acting Secretary. 

His Excellency Jonn Farrrietp, 
Governor of the State of Maine. 
The Governor of Maine to the Acting Secrelary of 
Stale. 
Executive DePaRTMENT, 

Saco, November 21,. 1839. 

Sin: Ihave the honor to acknowledge the '* 
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our communication of the 6h instant, re- 
een complaints that have been made by 
rn British Goveroment, through its Minister Mr. 
For, of the authorities of this State for certain al- 
| proceedings on the part of the latter, in rela- 
tion to “the disputed territ« ry; and I lose no time 
in complying with the request * to transmit such 
information as may be in the possession of the 
Governmeat of Maine in relation to the acts re- 
ferred to, in order thatan appropriate answer may 
coon be returned to Mr. Fox’s communication.” 

The first complaint is, “that the armed posse 
stationed by the State of Maine for the protection 
of the public property in the disputed territory, 
advancing beyond the stipulated limits, has ex- 
tended its occupation of thecountry along the 
whole way from the va ley of the Restvok to the 
mouth of Fish river into the valley of the St. Johns, 
and thus intoa portion of the Madawaska settle- 
ments.” 

This complaint is probably founded upen the 
following facts: Early last spring, the land agent 
of the State sent a small force, consisting of some 
twenty-five men, to Fish river, to disperse a band 
of trespassers understood to be operating at that 
place. The enterprise was successful. Their 
camps were breken up, some of the trespassers 
driven off, and a few, with their teams, were 
brought out to the settlement on the Aroostook, 
though subsequently releared. The land agent, 
deeming his werk but half accomplished, again 
sent a small force, of about the same number of 
mn as composed the firt party, to the mouth of 
Fish river, to extend a boom across it to prevent 
the timber, which hod been cut by the trespassers, 
being driven out into the St. Johns, and to pre- 
vent further depredations by cutting. That force 
has remained there until the present time; and 
has, [ telieve, been signally successful in accom- 
pli-hing the objects of the expedition. 

This proceeding violates no stipulation ever en- 
tered into by the authorities of this State. In no 
proper sense can the Madawaska settlements be 
said to include the terr.tory as far west as Fish 
river, upon either side of the St. Johns, it being 
a distance of some twenty-five m:les above it, and 
the two not being connec’ed by continuous occupa- 
tions or settlements. But, supposing the Fish ri- 
ver terri'o'y to be a part of the Madawaska settle- 
ments, even then, I ma‘ntain, there has beea no in- 
fiingement of the +tipu'ations on the part of this 
Siate, referred to by Mr. Fox. In that arrange- 
ment, negotiated through the agency of General 
Scol!, the right was not relinquished, on the part 
of this Sate, of going any where upon the dis- 
pwled territory with an armed posse for the parpose 
of protecting the t mber then recently cut, and to 
prevent further depredations; but such right was 
expressly reserved, or rather the intention of exer- 
cising it was distinctly avowed. 

So far as I am informed, the armed posse have 
confined their operations to the objects before stated, 
and have given no just cause of complaint, unless 
he prohibiting Colonel McLaughiin, the provincial 
lind agent, from driving timber down the St. Juhns 
inte the province of New Brunswick, constilutes 
such cause. And, in regard to this, I must be per- 
mitted to say that the authorities of Maine can see 
ho reason for making a distinction between persons 
allempting to drive our timber from the State into 
a foreign jurisdiction, whatever may be the pre- 
tence set up. 

Secondly, it is alleged “that the establishments 
formed by persons compesing the armed partie; on 
the binks, both of the Restook and the Fish river, 
had assumed an aspect and character more cecided- 
ly military and more resembling a permanent na- 
‘ional possession of the country than could be re- 
quired in the civil posse of a land agent tempora- 
rarily occupying it for the sole purpose of prevent- 
ing trespasses. That these establishments were 
fortified with entrenchments and cannon, and gar- 
risoned by anumber of armed men far greater than 
the occasion would warrant.” 

The party at Fish river, as before stated, is com- 
posed of about twenty-five men—not militia or sol- 
diers, bat hired laborers. A bvom has by them 
been thrown across the river to stop the timber in 
its passage down, They have erected a b'ockhouse 
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near the boom, and are armed with muskets. If 
this assumes “tan aspect and character,” in the 
eyes of our provincis! neighbors “decidedly mili- 
tary,” we hope it is not formidable enough to 





create any alarm. But whether it isa force more | 


than sufficient to protect the public property of the 
State from numerous bands of lawless men, grown 
despetate by being deprived of their accustomed 
plunder, and over whom their own Government 
seems heretofore to have had but little control, is a 
question which this State must be permitted to de- 
cide for itself. In such a case it would be degra- 
ding to consent that limits should be prescribed bv 
any power whatever. If the right to protect eur 
territory from invasion, and the public property 
from plunder, be clear end undeniable, no less so 
is the choice of means for carrying that right into 
eflect. 

Upon the Aroostook a large number of men 
have been employed. A boom has been extended 
across the river—a fortification of hewn timber 
erected near it—and a blockhouse and a few other 
more temporary buildings put up. The men sta- 
toned at what is called the Port, say twenty-five or 
thirty in number, are armed with muskets, and I 
believe they have also two small pieces of artillery. 
The remainder, say one hundred to one hundred 
and twenty-five, have been engaged for the most 
part in opening roads for summer as well as winter 
communication, and preparing facilities for sup- 
plying the posse. How far these proceedings fur- 
nish ground fcr the complaints of the Br.tish Go- 
vernment, you will judge. That any preparations 
shortof them woald have been insufficient to pro- 
tect the public property, to me seems to be clear. 
Atall events, the complaint at the extent of this 
force, was hardly to have been expected from the 
Brit sh Government just at this mcment, when a 
few days only have elapsed since some fifty of its 
own subjects, bearing the Queen's arms, and other- 
wise suitably equipped, headed by a veteran militia 
captain, madean assault in the dead of night upon 
that very force which is now described as “‘ g eater 
than the occasion would warrant.” 

No better justification is needed for the ecurse 
which has been pursued by Maine, especially in 
regard to the force employed, than a reference to 
this case. Nor is the force of the circumstance 
diminished by the fact, that this attack was te- 
pulsed by the firing of but one gun; fora disposi- 
tion is manifested which may not always exhibit 
itself in so harmless a manner. Again, the com- 
plaint at our “establishments upon the disputed 
territory for.ified with entrenchments and cannon,” 
would seem to come with but litt'e show of con- 
sistency from the British Government, when it has 
just completed most ex'ensive and permanent bar- 
racks upon the same territory, north of the St. 
Johns and is in the habit of transporting troops 
and munitions of war over it at their pleasure. 

The third allegation is, “ that a permanent State 
road is beirg construc'ed, leading into the valley 
of the Aroostook, and from thence, on the south 
side of the S'. Johns to the Fish river, the object 
of which is to connect these portions of the dis- 
puted territo:rry with the towns of Augusta and 
Bangor, and other acknowledged parts of the State 
of Maine.” 

That a road commencing near Mattawamkeag 
point, in the coun'y of Penobscot, extending to the 
Aroostook river, and thence on to the mouth of 
Fish river, upon the St. Johns, is in process of con- 
struction, and is even now passable the whole way 
with some vehicles, is certainly true. Bat it is not 
pereceivedwhy,at this particular time, it should be re- 
garded asacause of complaint. This is no new thing. 
An appropriation for this road was made by the Le- 
gislature of this State, as early a3 1826; from wh’ch 
time it has steadily progressed, and in another 
year, p obably, will be nearly, if not quite, com- 
pleted. To say nothing of other advan'ages anti- 
cipated from i', it is manive-t that it will afford 
great facilities for preventing trespasses upon 
the putlic lands; and indeed, I may say that 
trespassing upon the streams emptying high 
up upon the St. Johns, cannot be prevented 
without such a road. This, therefore, is no 
new projet, got up in violation of any sti- 
pulation or understanding, to which this State 
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has in any way been a party, or for the purpose of 
gaining an additional extent of possession; bul is 
the exercise of a lawful right over that portion of 
the territory to which we have not only the legal 
title, but over which we have ever had possession 
and jurisdiction, 

But again, may I not inquire with what pr 
priety and consistency this complaint is made on 
the part of Great Britain, when she has herself 
constructed 4 permanent railroad over a large part 
of the territory north of the St. Johns, which, it is 
understood, was very thoroughly repaired the pre- 
sent season, and over which her subjects are con- 
stantly passing. 

The last allegation is, “that land surveyors, act- 
ing under the authority of the State, are employed 
in markiog out lots and townships within the same 
portion of the disputed territory, and that sales ot 
land are being made with deeds regularly drawn 
under the authority of Maine.” 

That Maine is now managing, in the particulars 
mentioned, these Jands upon the Aroostook, and 
those south of the St. Johns, in the same mapnet 
that she has been accustomed to since her separa- 
tion from Massachusetts, and as that State ma- 
naged them prior to that period, is true. For the 
last thirty years we have been occasionally survey- 
ing and lotting these lands, granting them for lite- 
rary, charitable, and religious purposes, and selling 
in small lots to actual settlers. And has this 
boundary question so far advanced, it may be 
asked, that we cannot now do, without a remon- 
strance on the part of the British Government, 
what we have been so long in the habit of doing ? 
Has the a!most interminable negotiations—-all the 
effor's that have been put forth—all the even's that 
have occurred—especialiy the exciting events of 
the last year—but served to weaken our title, 
diminish our rights, and curtail our privileges? 
Sure | am that Maine will not readily adopt such 
a view, or quietly yield to its consequences. She 
has been indulging the hope that some progre s 
made towards an acknowledgment of her rights, 
and the acquisition of her property had been made, 
and I am well persuaded she has no disposition, at 
the present time, to make any retrograce move- 
ment. 

In compl arce with your request, I have now 
communicated the facts upon which the complaints 
of the British Government are supposed to be 
founded. In doing it, and in the accompanying 
remarks, | have had no in'ention or desire of pro- 
ducing irritation, or adding, in any degree, to the 
excitement already existing, This subject is far 
too momentous, an! too nearly involves the peace 
of the countries interested, to justify any remarks 
founded in passion or feeling. But it is due to the 
State, whose organ, upon this occasion, I am, as 
well as to the who!e country, to speak plainly, and 
without disguise. And, under this solemn impres- 
sion, I must say, that Maine, in my opinion, has 
done nothing which she was not fully justified in 
doing, and nothing which she will not be ready to 
defend with her best powers. And further, that 
though she has not yet taken military poss:ssion of 
the disputed territory, a continued disposition, on 
the part of the British Government, to delay a set- 
tlement of the boundary question, will not fail, in 
my opinion, to induce such a step, whatever may 
be the consequences, should she not be tel'eved 
from that responsibility by the action of the Gene- 
ral Governn.ent. 

With the most earnest desire fora just, peaceful, 
and speedy settlement of the question, I have the 
honor to subscribe mys lf, with high respect, your 
most obediext servant, 

JOHN FAIRFIELD, 
Governor of Maite. 
A. Vai, E.q. Acting Secretary of State. 
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The Governor of Maine to the President of the Uniled 

States. 
Strate or Maine, Execotive Department, 

Augusta, December 23, 1839. 

Sir. It having beea reported to me that a large 

number of British tro ps had b en stationed at 

Temiscouata lake, in the disputed territory, ant 

seeing extracts from the provincial papers confir- 

matory of these reports, I deemed it proper {9 ap- 
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ply directly to the Lieutenant Governor of the Pro- | 
vince of New Brunswiek, which 1 did by !etier of | 


the 12th instant, to ascertain whether these repor s 
wee well founded or not. His answer, under date 
of December 19'h, I received yesterday, while on 
my way tothis place. My lester and the reply are 
both herewith enclosed. It will be perceived that 
two companies of British troops have actually been 
marched into the disputed territory, and sia'ioned 
at the Temiscouata lake, where it is well known 
extensive barracks had been previously erected. 
This is cleatiy » siwiatiun vs 2>e spirit of the agree- 
ment entered into between the Lieutenant Governor 
of New Brunswick and myself in March last, 
though the orders have been issued by the Go- 
vernor of Lower Canada. I submit, also, whether 
the contingency contemplated by the act of Con- 
gress of March 3, 1839, has not occurred; whether 
the facts do not clearly show an invasion of the 
State of Maine, which the Executive Government 
of the United States, under the directions of the act 
aforesaid, as well as under the obligations of the 
Constitution, is bound to repel. 

I may add, that | am well informed that the Bri- 
tish Government is also erecting barracks upon 
both sides of the St. Johns, near the mouth of the 
Madawaska river, and that troops are concen- 
trating at Grand Falls. Under all these circum- 
stances, I deem it to be my duty to call upon the 
Government of the United Siates for that protec- 
tion of this State from invasion, guarantied to her 
in the Constitution. 

With the highest respect, I am, sir, your most 
obedient servant, JOHN FAIRFIELD, 

Governor of Maine. 
His Excellency Martin Van Buren, 
President of the United Sta‘es. 





Execotive DEPARTMENT, 
Saco, December 12, 1839. 

Sir: Having seen in the public prints extracts 
from some of the provincial papers, stating that 
two regiments of British troops had been stationed 
at Temiscouata take in the di sputed territory, I 
have been induced to inqu're of your Excellency 
whether there be any founda ion for these reports. 
A movement so clearly in vio.ation of the arrange- 
ment entered into through the mediation of General 
Scott, J shall not permit myself to believe your 
Excellency would make, without stronger evidence 
than a newspaper paragraph. 

The extreme sensitiveness of the public mind 
upon this subject, I trust your Excellency will per- 
ceive, affords additional reasons for an early expla- 
nation. 

I have the honor to be, with high respect, your 
Excellency’s obedient servant, 

JOHN FAIRFIELD, 
Governor of Maine. 
His Exe’y Maj. Gen. Sir Joun Harvey, 
Lieut. Governor, Province of New Brunswick. 





Government House, 
Frederickton, N. B. Dec 19, 1839. 

Sir: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt, 
this day, of your Excellency’s letter of the 12th 
instant. 

Whatever movements of troops may have taken 
place on the side of Lower Canada, have been 
made by authority surerior to mine, but [ appre- 


hend they have consisted, not of two regiments, but of | 


one or two companies, (as small a detachment as can 
well be made to so great a distance, consistently 
with the maintenance of a due degree of discipline, ) 
for the protection of certain buildings which have 
been coustructed for the better accommodation of 
her Majesty's troops on their march between the 


upper and lower provinces, and of the previsions, | 


stores, and other public property therein deposited. 


A copy of your Exceilency’s letter shall be trans- | 


mitted by me to the authorities in Canada, who. I 
can assure your Exceiiency, are as anxious as [ 
am that the spirit as well as the letter of the agree- 
ment entered into between your Exceliency and 
myself, under the mediation of Ger. Scot n 


Marchi ast, should be scrupulousiy observed on 
pur part, 
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I have the honor to be, with hgh respect, your 
Excellency’s most obedieat humble servant, 
J. HARVEY, 
Maj. Gen. Lt, Gov. New Brunswick. 
His Excellency Gov. Fairrietn, 
Saco, State of Maine. 





Secretary of Sta'e to the Governor of Maine. 
DEPARTMENT OF StaTE, 
Washington, January 2, 1240. 
Sir: Your letter of the 23d ultimo, to the Presi- 
dent, has, with its enc’osures, been received and 
referred to this Department. ‘The information 
herein contained, respecting the alleged occupa- 
tion by British troops of a portion of the disputed 
territory, had before reached him from another 


| quarter, aad, by his direction, had immediately 


been made the subject of representations from this 
Depariment to the British Minister, accompanied 
by a request that he would communicate such in- 
formation in relation to the subject as Le might have 
in his possession, or could obta‘n from the British 
colonial authcr.ties. Presuming that the desired 
information is to be procured from the last men- 
tioned source, sufficient time has not yet been af- 
forded for that purpose; but 1 am instructed by the 
President to state, that so soon as an answer is re- 
ceived from the British Minister, its purport shall 
be communicated to your Excellency. 

I have the honor to be, respectfully, your Excel- 
lency’s obedient servant, 

JOHN FORSYTH. 
His Excellency Joun Fatrriern, 
Govern: r of Maine. 





Mr. Fox to Mr. Forsyth. 
Wasuinaton, November 2, 1839. 

Information which has been reported to her Bri- 
tannic Majesty’s Government in England, and 
more recent intelligence which has been conveyed 
to the undersigned by the British authorities in the 
Prov ce of New Branswick, make it the daty of the 
undersigned, her Britannic Majesty’s Envoy Ex- 
traerdinary and Minister P!enipotentiary, to call 
the immediate and serious atiention of the Govern- 
ment of the United States to the extensive and un- 
scrupulous (although it is to be hoped and believed 
the unauthorized) acts of encroachment which 
continue to be carried on by the people of the S ate 
of Maine, within the line of the disputed territory. 

It is unnecessary here to recaritalate the terms 
of the several agreements which were entered into 
in the months of February and March last, first 
between the Secretary of State of the Un ted States 
and the undersigned, at Washington, and after- 
ward between the Lieutenant Governor of New 
Brunswick, the Governor of Maine, and Major 
General Scott, of the United States army, for the 
purpose of averting the danger of local collis on 
upon the frontier, pending the final settlement of 
the boundary ques'ion betwecn the Government of 
Great Brita‘n and the United States. The terms 


| of those agreements, and their true intent and 


meaning, are sufficient!y well known. Her Ma- 
jrsty’s authorities have, on their part, not only 
scrupulously adhered to the le ter and spirit of the 
engagements referred to, but they have been de- 
sirous upon every occasion of interpreting in the 
most frank and liberal manner any poiat upen 
which a doubt or cavil could arise. 


The undersigned, however, regrets to say that 
the same correct and scrupulous observance has 
not marked the conduct of the people of Maine, or 
that of the subordinate officers employed by the Go- 
vernment of the Siate. 


The armed posse from the State ef Maine, 
which it was agreed upon should be a!lowed to re- 
main in the d sputed ter:itory, withn certain lim ts, 
for the purpose of guarding the timter upon the 
disputed jands from waste and spoliation, has al- 
ready advanced, it appears, far beyond those lim- 
I's, extending lis operations, and its armed occupa- 
tion of the country, along the whole way from the 
valley of the Restook to the mouth of the Fish river, 
into the va'ley of the upper St. Johns, and thus 
into a portion of the Madawaska settlements. All 
this is clearly at variance with the terms and spirit 
of the engagements signed by the Governor of 








Maine, under the sanction and guarantee of Gg. 
Scoit. h, 
The e-tablishments, also, which have been {, 
el by the persons compes ng the armed Partie 
the banks both of the Restook and of the Fish 
have assumed an aspect and charactor more de 
dedly military, and more resembling a Permaney, 
national possession of the country, than Can be 
either required or justified in the civil posse of a 
land agent, holding, tor the sole purpose of ptr. 
venting trespasses, the temporary occupation ofa 
district which is claimed by two parties, and th. 
title to which is not yet settled betwee, "hg 
These establishments or stations are fortified wh 
entrenchments aad with cannon; and the numbg, 
of armed men composing their garrisons is far great. 
er than the occasion can warrant. A permaney: 
Sate road is also being constructed from the fron. 
tier of Maine into the valley of the Restook, gy; 
from thence on the south side of the St. Johas 1 
the Fish river, the object of which road is to cop. 
nect those portions of the disputed territory with 
thetowns of Augusta and Bangor, and other ap. 

knowledged parts of the State of Maine. 

It moreover appears that land surveyors, acting 
under the authority of the Siate of Maine, are em. 
ployed in marking out lots and townships within 
the aforesaid portion of the d sputed territory; aug 
that sales of lands are being made, with deeds rp. 
gularly drawn under the authority of the St.te, as 
if those lands, lying within a region which her Ma. 
jesty’s Government confidently claims to be a right. 
ful possession of the British crown, formed, on the 
contrary, a recognised paitof the public domaia of 
the State of Maine. 

It is true that the present course of encroach- 
ment, and the wrong‘ul occupation of the land by 
the citizens of Maine, whether acting as unauth- 
rised individuals, or with the sanction of the auho- 
rities of the State, cannot in any way place in 
jeopardy the eventual rights of Great Britain, for 
whatever shall be the line of boundary between her 
Majesty’s possessions and the Republic of the 
United Sta‘es, definitely recognised and decided 
upon by the two Governments, either through the 
aitainment of the true line of the treaty of 1783, or 
through the adoption of a conventional line, her 
Majesty’s Government will have to rely upon the 
Federal Government of the United States, in con- 
junction with the Government of her Majesty, to 
assert and carry out the decison, whatever may be 
the views and pretensions of the inhabitants of the 
State of Maine notwithstanding. 

But it is evident that the establishment, in the 
mean time, of new interests, and the growirg up, 
as it were, of new proprietary claims upon the 
lands which are yet in dispute, may end by em- 
barrassing the action of both Governments; of the 
Government to whom the district shall be finally 
allotted, and of the Government which will be 
called upon definitely to relinquish it. 

Ihe same argument has been heid, and the same 
principle has been contended for, by the Govern- 
ment of the United States no less than by the 
Government of Great Britain. It wil be in the 
immediate recollection of the Government of the 
United States, that when, in the year 1837, an al- 
leged act, or design rather, of encroachment, ot @ 
far less direct or objectionable character than ‘he 
operations referred to in the present not, namely, 
the survey of a projected line of railroad from 
Quebec to St. Andrews, passing through a part ol 
the disputed territory, was complained of and re- 
menstrated against by the President, her Majes'y * 
Government immediately coasented to order that 
survey to be relinquished. The undersigned cane 
not doubt but that the Government of the United 
States will now, on their part, be guided by 4 
:imilar and reciprocal disposition. 


The undersigned, therefore, while protesting, 1 
the first place, formally, in the name of his Go- 
vernment, against the acts of encroachment by the 
people of Maine, above enumerated and complain- 
ed of, urgently, also, and for the ends of peace and 
good will, appeals to the Government of ‘he Uni- 
ted States to cause those acts of encroachment (0 
be desisted from, in order that whenever a praci 
cal adjustment of the line of boundary shall be ob- 
tained, no minor or incidental occasions of dispute 
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e controversy, which tre undersigned 
— aaa itis the equally earnest desire of 
» Governments to accomplish. | 
be undersigned avails himself of th’s oceasion 
Secretary of State of the United 
is distinguished considera- 
Sues the assurance of his distinguis = a - “ 
a Joun Forsyta, &c. &c. &e, 
Mr. Forsyth to Mr. Fox. 
‘DEPARTMENT OF STaTE, 
Washington, Deceinber 24, 1339. 
The undersigned, Secretary of State of the Uni- 


- ted States, having, in pursuance of directions from 
| the President, requested the Governor of Maine to 


communicate to him such information as m‘ght be 
io his possession in relation to acomplaint preferred 


by Mr. Fox, Envoy Extraordinary and Minister 


Plenipotentiary of Gieat Britain, ina note dated 
the 2d ultimo, of alleged encroachments on the 
part of the State of Maine upon the territory in 


dispuie on the Northeastern frontier of the United 


Siates, is enabled, by a recent communication from 
the Governor of the State, to lay before Mr. Fox, 
for the information of his Govern ment, the fullow- 
ing statements and observations: 

‘With reference to the first ground of complaint, 
ihe undersigned is informed that, early last spring, 
ihe land agent of Maine despa'ched a small force, 
consisting of about twenty five men, to Fish river, 
for the purpese of dispersing a band of trespassers 
understood to have been operating at that place, in 
consequence of which the trespassers’ camps were 
broken up, some of them driven off, and a few, 
with theic teams, brought to the setilement on the 
Aroostook, but subsequently released: that the land 
agent, in further pursuance of what he deemed his 
duty, again senta party of about the same number 
of mento the mouth of Fish river, to ex'enda 
boom across it, in order to prevent the timber, 
which had been cut by the trespassers, from being 
driven outinto the St. Johns, and to hinder further 
depredations by cutting. The objest of the expe- 
dition had been accomplished, and the party re- 
maioed on the ground, at the date of the Governor’s 
communication. 

So far the u’ dersigned is unable to perceive tkat 
any thing has been done by the people of Maite, 
in any Way contavening the spiritof the sgree- 
ment entered into with Mr. Fox, or that of the ar- 
rangement propose | by General Scott, and sub- 
scribed to by the au'horities of Maine and New 
Branswick. In the first place, the territory contigu- 
ous to the mouth of the Fish river, on ei'her side of 
the St. Jchns, can, in no prcper sense, be con- 
sidered as included in the Madawaska sett'e- 
mnt. Itis distant some twenty five mils above 
it,and the two points are not connected by any 
continuous occupations or settlements of the coun- 
ry. But even if the point referred to formed part 
of the Madawaska settlement, the azreement of the 
27th of February stipulated that, in the event of 
necessity for dispersing notorious trespassers, or 
Pretecting public proyerty from depredation, by 
armed force, the operation would be con lucted 
jointly or separately, acecrJing to agreements be- 
‘ween the Governments of Maine and New Bruns- 
wick, Under such an agreement, negotiated 
through the ageacy of Gereral Scott, the Governor 
of Maine was to mainsain within the disputed ter- 
rtory, under a land agent, a small civil posse, 
armed or unaresed, to protect the timber recently 
cul, and to prevent further depredations, without 
any lim tation as to the sphere of its operation with- 
in the bounds of the disputed territory. To the at- 
lainment of those ends, the action of the parties 
detached by the Maine land agent appears, so far 
as the unders'gned is infurmed, to have b-en 
sirctly confined, 
b -~ a mi itary aspect and character alleged 
a f. Fox to have been a sumed by the parties 

the Restook and Fish rivers, it appears that 
those despatched to the last mentioned po'nts, 
composed, as stated, each of about twenty-five men, 
— militia nor solders, but hired laborers, 

re, itis true, armed with muskets, and had ex- 
tended a boom acruss the river, and erec'e1a block- 


house for its protection and their own against the 
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numercus bands of lawless men, grown desperate | 
by being deprived of their accustomed plunder, and 
over whom her Majesty’s authorities appear to have 
exere sed bat litt'e control. Such measures of pre- 
caution cannot but be regarded as dictated by pru- 
dential motives, if not by the necessity ef the case, 
and the fitness and extent of the preparation, ap- 
pear to the undersigned questions which could not 
understandingly be discussed away from the scene 
of action, and which, of necessi y, can only be 
properly decided by those persons whose safe'y 
was to be secured. 

Upon the Aroostook, which has been the pivot 
of the operations of the land agent’s posse, a 
larger number of men has been employed. They 
have also extended ,a beom across the river, and 
erected near it a fortification of hewn timber, and 
a few other more temporary buildings. The twenty- 
five or thirty men stationed there,are likewis* armed 
with muskets, and, it is believed, have also two 
sma!l picces of artillery. The remainder, about 
one hundred and twenty-five, have, for the most 
part, been engaged in opening roa‘s for summer, 
as well as for winter, communications, and in pre- 
paring facilities for supplying the posse. Any pre- 
parations sh rt of these, would, it is stated, have 
been insufficient to protect the public property: and 
the authorities of Maine cannot repress a senti- 
ment of surprise, that these should now be made a 
subject of comp'aint, when, bit a short time since, 
the establishment was assaulted by a party of some 
fifty men, suitably equipped, commanded by a cap- 
tain of militia, and bearing the Queen’s arms, in 
the repulsi'n of which the cecupants displayed a 
spirit of forbearance and moderation suffi ently in 
harmony wih the avowed and sole object of their 
occupa ion of the territory; and that surprise is in 
no way diminished by the fact that the agents of 
the British Government have jest completed ex- 
tensive and permanent barracks on the same terri- 
tory, north of the St. J hns, and are in the habit 
of transporting troops and munitions of war over 
it at their convenience. 

The construction of the road leading into the 
valiey of the Aroostook, would not, it is appre- 
hended, have been deemed, at this time, a just 
caus? of comp'aint, had Mr. Fox adverted to the 
fact that the work was commenced as long ago 
as 1826, under an appropriation by the Legisla- 
ture of the Sta'e of Maine, and that from that time 
it has steally advanced, s» that another year will 
probably see it completed, from near Ma tawam- 
keag Point, in the county of Penobscot, to the 
Aroostook river, and thence to the mouthof Fish 
river, on the St. Johns. It is, therefore, no new 
project, ecnflicting with any existing arrangement, 
nor with any understanding to which the State of 
Maine has become a party, but the exercise of a 
lawful right over a portion of the territory in dis- 
pute, of and over which it ever has had possess on 
and jurisdiction. To say nothing of other advan 
tages ant’cipated “from the completion of the road, 
it will afford great facilities for preventing tres 
passes upon the public lands; and, indeed, it is con- 
sidered that trespassing upon the streams emp- 
tying high up upon the St. Johns, cannot be pre- 
vented wi'heut such a road. 

The Governor of Maine considers, that, in carry- 
ing on the work referred to, the State has done no 
more that is inconsistent with the respective righis 
of the parties, than have the authorities of her 
Majesty’s province, in constructing, and, recently, 
as it is understood, in thoroughly repairing a per- 
manent mail road over a large portion of the terri- 
tory north of the St. Johes. 

The last allegation in Mr. Fox’s note, forming 
acanse of complaint against the State of Maine 
relates to her management of the lands upon the 
Aroostook. In this particular, the unders‘gned is 
ena’ led to observe that the p-oceedings complain- 
ed of differ, in no way, from those which Maine, 
sicce her separation from Maéssachusetts, and the 
last named State previous'y to it, have ever pur- 
sued in regard to the public len?s. Fer the last 
thirty years the State has been occasionally sur- 
veying and lotting those land:, gran'ing them for 
Literary, charitable, and religious purposes, and 
sel'ing them in small lots toactual settlers. Of th's 
right, so long exercised, Maine alleges that she has 
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done nothing to divest herself, and that the dis- 
cuss'ons and negotiations upon the Maine ques- 
tion of beundary could not have hal the effect of 
weakening her tule to rights she had so long teen 
in the habit of enjoying. 

it's with ro little surprise that, in the facs of the 
comp!taints, which form the subject of Mr. Fox's 
note, the President has received intelligence 
of her Majesty’s colonial authorities having 
recentiy stationed a regiment of regular troops, 
part at the north, ani part at the south end of 
Lake Temiscouaa and of her Majesty’s forces 
having commenced buildirg barracks on both sides 
of the St. Johns, at its coniuence with the Mada- 
waska. Such proceedings on the part of the agents 
of the Britt h Government would, if true, consti- 
tute such a flagrant contravention to the existing 
understanding between the parties, that the Pre- 
sident cannot but hops that the report which has 
reache] him of the occupation referred to, is 
founded upon incorrect information. 

The undersigned requesis that Mr. Fox will 
commun cate to him such information, if any, as 
he may have in his possession in relation to the 
subject, and that he wil', by stch representat ons 
as the circumstances, if tounded in fact, will obvi- 
ously sugzest, impress her Majesty’s coloaial a - 
thorities with a sense of the inexpediency and impra- 
dence of such proceed ngs, and of the unhappy con- 
sequences likely to attend their persistence therein. 

The undersigned avails himself of this oecasion 
to renew to Mr. Fox the assurance of his distin- 
guished consideration. JOHN FORSYTH. 

Henry S. Fox, esq. &= &e. &e. 

Mr Fox to Mr. Forsyth. 
Wasninaton, Jan. 12. 1840. 

The undersigned, her Britannic Maje-ty’s Envoy 
Fxtraordinary and Minist'r Plenipotentiary, his 
the honor to acknowledge the receipt of the official 
note addressed to him by the Secretary of State of 
the United States, on the 24th of December, in 
reply to a previons note, which, by direction of his 
Government, the undersigned had addressed to the 
Secretary of State on the 21 of November, in rela- 
tion to various and cuntinued acts of eneroach- 
ment committed by the authori ies anc inhsbitants 
of the State of Maine, within that tract of territory 
on the Northeastern frontier of the United S:ates, the 
true title to the pessession of which, according to tho 
terms of the treaty of 1783, is at pre ent in dispute 
between the British and American Gove raments. 

The undersigned has Jost no time in transmitting 
to her Majrs:y’s Government the official note of the 
“ecretary of State. He has, in the meantime, to 
express his extreme regret that the explana‘ions 
furnished by the authorities of the Stae of Maine, 
and communicated to the und: rsigned by the Secre- 
tary of State, in relation to the encroachments 
ce mplained of, both as regards the coustruction of 
roads and public works, and the sale and alienatic n 
of lands, are of a character which mus’ render them 
a'together unsatisfactory to the Government of 
Gieat Britain. It would appear, in fact, as if a 
reference by the General Government to the autho- 
rities of Maine, of the complaints preferred by 
Great Britain, had produced no cter reply or ex- 
planation from the authorities of Maine, than a re- 
‘teration of their intention to persist in the com- 
mission of the acts complained of, wh: tier in ac- 
cordance with the obligations of intcraational jus- 
tice or not. 

The undersigned does not permit himself to re- 
linguish the ho;e that, through the wisdom and 
integrity of the Gereral Government of the Unind 
Sta‘es, in unison wits the sincere endeavors of her 
Majesty’s Government, it will still be fonod possi- 
b'e to brirg the pending ccntroversy of the dispu'e | 
boundary toa satisfactory and amicab‘e conclu. 
sion; bat it is ce:t:in that the public acts, and pub- 

ic devlarations of the authorities of Maine, are 
continually calculated, as far asin them lies, to 
render such amcable co.c’usion more dificult 
and more distant. 

With reference to the conclucing part of tha 
official no‘e of the Sccretary of S ate, wherein 05- 
servations are made upon certain reported move- 
ments of British troops ia the ne.ghborhocd of Lake 
Temicouata, and at other points withia that por- 
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tion of the territory where, according to the provi- 
sional agreements entered into at the beginning of 
last year, no inter‘erence was to be a'tempted, with 
the exerc se of British authority, pending the nezo- 
tiation of the boundary question, the undersigned 
can distinctly assure the Secretary of Sia‘e that 
there exis!s no intention on the part of her Ma- 
jesty’s authorities to cancel or infringe tie terms ef 
those provisional engagements, so long as the 
same are observed with fidelity by the other party. 

The particular motives, and the amount of the 
present movement of troops, have been explained 
in a frank and satisfactory manner to the Gover- 
nor of Maine by the Licutenant Governor of New 
Brunswick, in a correspondence which has been 
made pubic, and w ich, it appears, has been 
officially communicated by the Governor of Maine 
to the President of the United S ates. 

With regard, however, genera'ly to the rein- 
forcement of miliary posts, and other defensive 
and precautionary measures, whether along the 
confines of the disputed territory, or within that 
portion of it where, according to the provisional 
agreements before cited, the authority of Great 
Britain was not to be interfered with, the under- 
signed has to observe that the adoption of snch 
measures by her Majesty’s authorities cannot be, 
with reason, objected to or complained of by the 
Government of the Unitel States, when regard 
is had to the reports which have for some time 
past been circulated, (and of the prevalence and 
consistency of those reports the United Siates Gu- 
vernment are themselves fully aware,) respecting 
the probable intention of the Legislature of the 
State of Maine to revoke, during its present scs- 
sion, the provisional agreements now in force, and 
to authorise some new and extensive act of ag- 
gression over the stipulated territory. And the 
undersigned has regretted to observe that the lan- 
guage of the Governor of Maine, in his recent 
message to the Legislature, at the o;ening of the 
session, is calculated to encourage rather than to 
restrain such rash and obnoxious designs. 

The undersigned avails himself of this cecasion 
to repeat to the Secretary of State of the United 
States the a’surance of his distingui-hed cons dera- 
lion. H. S, FOX. 
The Hon. Joun Forsytn, &c. &c. Ke. 





Mr. Forsyth to Mr. Fox. 
DePaARTMENT OF STATE, 
Washington, Jan. 16, 1840. 

In a no’e which Mr. Fox, Envoy ExiraorJinary 
and Minister Plenipotentiary of Great Biitain, ad- 
d-essed on the 12th ins‘ant to the unde s'gnel, Se- 
cretary of State ef the United Stats, Mr, Fox, al- 
luding toa complaint mate by the undersigned of 
ce'tain reporte | movemests of British troops ia 
portions of the territory in dispute between the two 
countries, disc!aims all intention on the pait of the 
Briti h authoritivs to cancel or infiiage the terms 
of the provisional agreement entered into at the be- 
ginning of last year; and this disclaimer is con- 
nected with an assumption of tLe right of Great 
Br.tain to streng hen posts, and iake measures of 
(mi itary) precaution, not along the line only, but 
within portions of the disputed territory, as, by the 
terms of tae agicemen's referred to, no interference 
was to be attempie! pending the negotiation of 
the boundary question, with the exercise of Bri- 
tish authority in the neighborhood of Lake Te- 
miscouata, “and at o her points’ within a portion 
of the ter:i ory supposed to be embraced in the 
terms of the arrangements. Mr. Fox having 
stated that he has referred to his Government the 
representations ef the Unied States aganst the 
military movements alludid to, the undersigaed, 
under a confident expectation that the matter 
will present itself t> the minds of her Majesty’s 
ministers ina light different fiom that which ir is 
enderstood by Mr. Fox, would have tefrained 
from any further re narks oa the sub) c', but in or- 
der to obviate the risk of any misapprehension as 
to the views of the P. esident concerning it, and in- 
asmuch as the ground assumed by Mr. Fox with 
respect to the import of the existing arrangements 
weull, if admited by the Uniei States, give to 
those arrangemeuts a scope not authorised by the 
}wguage in which they are expressed, nor by what 
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is believed to be the intention of the part:es, it is | 
proper that the undersigned should call Mr. Fox’s | 
immediate atiention to the express provisions of the | 

| 





agreement signed by him and the undersigned, and 
of that which was subscribed to, under the agency 
of General Scott, by the Governor of Maine and 
the Lieutenant Governor of New Brunswick. 

The main object of those egreements obviously 
was the restoration and future maintenance of tran- | 
quillity in the disputed territory; and as the means | 
of most surely attaining that object, the entire ex- 
clusion from its limits of all military foree, to 
whichever side belonging, and the delegat on to ihe 
civil authority exclusively, of the exercise of all 
power and jurisdiction, With that view, under the 
first mentioned of those agreements, it was only in 
case of necessity for dispersing notorious trespass- 
ers, or pro'ect.ng public property fiom depredation, 
that armed force was to be employed on either side, 
and then the operation was to be conducted by con- | 
cert, jc intly or separately, acco ding to agreemeat 
between the Governments of Maine and New 
Brunswick. The o her was the result of the coniem- 
plated “concert” between the Governments of Maine 
and New Brunswick; was intended to carry out the 
object of the first, confiding to the State of Maine 
the duty of protecting the timber recently cut, 
and of preventing further depredations, and 
prescribed that these objec’s were to be accom- | 
plished through the agency of acivil posse. Ac- | 
cerdingly, the Governor of Maine ergaged to with- 
draw, without unnecessary delay, the military force | 
of the State. Without regard, therefore, to the 
limi s within which either party had before exer- | 
cised jurisdiction, resort to military force, for any | 
purpose whatever, was interdicted to both parties. | 
With reference to the extent of territory within | 
which each party was to continue to exercise juris- | 
diction, the first agreement left the question of | 
right where it had before s'ood, and only expressed | 
the conflicting unders'anding of that question by the 
Govern ments of the Urited States and Great Bri- 
tain, respectively. The agreement between Go- 
vernor Fa'rfiield ard Sir John Harvey provided, 
likewise, that the question of possession ani ju- 
ristiction should remain as it then stood; but 
s ated where it stood, by providing that Great Bri- 
tain was to continue holding, in fact, possession 
of a part of the territory, meaning that part em- | 
braced in the Madawasika seti!ements, in the ovcu- | 
pancy of which, as well as in the enjoyment of | 
the usual communications between New Brens- 
wick and her Majesty’s upp-r previness, the 











Governor of Maine disclaimed a!l intentions of 
distarbing the British authorities. Beyend the 
Madawaska settlements, therefore, circumscribed 
by the lim.ts within which they stood st the date of 
the agreement, the United States cznnct, under 
the terms of that agreement, recognise in the 
British authorities the right of extending jaris  ic- 
tion, much less that of forming any militarv es- 
tablishments beyond or within them; and_ those, 
consequently, which formed tle subject of the re- 
presentations in the nove ef the undersigned of the 
12 h of December, pushed, as they are alleged to 
have been, into tracts of country far beyond any 
acknowledged limits of those settlements, and 
wholly unconnected with them, cannot te viewed 
in any other light than a bold infraction of existing 
arrangements. That such is a just view of the 
agreements, cannot be disputed by Great Britain, 
as her Majest,’s Government has adopted and acte | 
up nit. Ta the nate of M:. Fox complaiainz of | 
the encroachments on the part of Ma‘ne, and of an | 
armed oeenp ition of part of the disputed territory 
by that State, boih are treated as in consistent with 
the existing arrangements; and it is presumed her 
Majesty’s Government will not attempt to apply 
one rule of construction to defend the miliary 
movements of its co'onial awhoriies, and another 
to sustain compl-ints against the State Govern- 
ment forac s shich are not foun 'ed upon any appre- 

hended necessity of the use of a regular mi litary | 
force for offensive or defensive purposes. Nor | 





can it te imagined that it will be conteaded that those 
arrangements ar not perfee'ly reciproca!, or that 
there is any difference in the character aud the ex- 
tent of the jurisdiction to be exerc sed by Great 
Britain in one portion, and that by the State of 





Maine or the United Siates in the other port: 
the disputed terrilory, comprehended within thet ; 
porary airangemeuts made to preserve ne _- 
in both, and guard against any hostile elias vllity 
tween the Siate and culonia! governments a 
The undersigned having laid Mr. Fox's ne 
fore the President, is instructed to state to oe . 
no reason is perceived fur doubtir g the ine 
of the Governor of Maine serupulously 10 allen 
to the spirit of the ex:sting arrangements and . 
avoid all acts tending to render more diffien , 


distant the final adjustment of the main oa 
of boundary between the two countries; bat . 


peating assurances of the readiness of the Unica 
States Government to contribute, by all seen 
its power, toan amicable termination 0° the a 
ference, the undersigned is bound to declare thay, 
persistence in, or a repetition of, such acts, 04 s 
part of her Majesty’s agents, as those now enn 
plained of, would, if avowed by Great Britain \, 
considered as but little in accordance with those a. 
surances. 

The undersigned avails bimself of this oc-gs; . 
to renew to Mr. Fox the expression of his cigip, 
guished consideration. JOHN FORSYTH. 
Henry S. Fox, esq. &e. &e. 


—_— 


War Department, 
January 22, 1240, 

Sir: Ia reply to that portion of ‘the re-olutiog of 
the Senate, referred by your diree ion to this De. 
partment by the Secretary of Sta‘e, which requests 
you “to communicate to the Senate, so far as may 
not be incompatible with the public ‘n'erest, whether 
any, and ifany, what measures have been take) 
uncer the act of Congress of March, 1839, or 
otherwise, to cause the removal 0: expulsion of the 
British troops, whch have taken possession of a 
porten of the territory of Maine, claimed by Great 
Britain, and especially whether, «ince the |ast se. 
sion of Congress, any military posts have been 
established in Maine, or any cter military mea. 
sures acopted, preparatory to a ju-t vind caton of 
the honor and rights of the nation and of Maine, as 
connected with the yer-evecing claim made by 
Gieat Britain to a portion of the territo y of that 
State,” I have the honor fo state, that the circum. 
siance ofa portion of the territory of Maine clain- 
ed by Great Britain having beer cecupied by Br: 
lis) troops, was recently commun:cated to tre G- 
vernment, and having been made the subject «/ 
remonstiance, and become a matter of discuss 
between the two Goveramen's, no measares ol a 
characier referred to by the res: lution have been 
taken, either under the cet of Congress of March, 
1839, or o herwise. 

A careful military reconnoisance of the uni: 
puled boundary of the State of Maine, was made 
in 133, and the result submitted to the Sena'e 
during the last session of Congress; but as no ap- 
propriation was made for the erection of fortifica- 
tions on the sites selected for that purpoe, none 
were commenced; and as is fully set forth in your 
lat annual message to Congress, it did not appear, 
that the contingency contemplated by the act al- 
luded to, had occurred, no military measures wha'- 
ever were deemed necessary, or were adopted. 

Very respectfully, your most cbedien! servant, 

J. R. POINSEIT. 
To the Prrsipext of the United Siates. 


On motion by Mr. WILLIAMS, five thouins 
addit onal cop'es were ordered to ! e printed. 

Also, a report from the Seerctary of War, 
compliance with a resolution of the Senate, Ie? 
tive to the operations for increasing the d ph ot 


. water at the mouth of the Mississippi river; whieh 


was referred to the Committee on Commzetce. 


Mr. CALHOUN presented the memorial of the 
heirs at law of John De Trevilic, a captain in the 
Revolutionary army, for commutation; which ¥% 
referred to the Committ: e on Revi lutionary Claim. 


Mr. LUMPKIN, from the Commit’ee on Mant: 
factares, to which was referred the memorial 0! 
certain manufac'urers of wool, zsked to be dis- 
charged from its farther consideration; which wes 
agreed io, and it was laid on the table. 

Mr, GRUNDY presented the petition of Tho 
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Elliott; which was referred to the Commiitze on 


C Mt, NORVELL presented the petition of John 


Nantz; which was referred to the Committee on 

r 1s. 
rn | AIGHOLAS presented the memcrial of E. L. 
A Ripley; which was referred to the Committee 
0 BUCHANAN presented a memorial from 

‘izens of the city and county of Philadelphia, 
Se ing an appropriation for a steam revenue cut- 
> for the Delaware bay; which was referred to the 
Committee on Commerce. mm 

On motion by Mr. PHELPS, the petition and 

spers of John Caldwell, now on file, were referred 
‘p the Committe? on Revolutionary Claims. 

Mr. SEVIER, at the instance of the Delegate 
from Wisconsin, presented the petition of Robert 
Grignon; which was referred to the Committee on 
Indian Affairs. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN presented the fif eenth an- 
nual reporton the Louisville and Portland Canal; 
which was referred to the Committee on Roads 
and Canals. 2, 

Mr. STRANGE presented the petition of Lewis 
Gordon; which was referred to the Committee cn 
Naval Affairs. 

Mr. HUBBAR® presented a memorial of the 
Legislative Assembly of Wisconsin, asking for aid 
o eect a penitentiary; which was referred to the 
Committee on Finance, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. NORVELL, in pursuance of notice, asked 


' and obtained leave to introduce a bill creating an 


additional land office in the State of Michigan, 
aid for other purposes; which was read twice, and 
referred to the Committee on the Public Lands. 

Mr. TAPPAN, from the Committee on Naval 
Atfairs, to which was referred the memorial of 
John Whitehead and others, made an adverse re- 

rt thereon; which was ordered to be printed. 
Mr. RUGGLES, from the Commitee on Com- 
merce, to which was referied the peiiion of Na- 
thaniel Gunnison, made an adverse ienort thereon. 
Mr. TAPPAN said he wished to make an in- 
quiry of the chairman of the Committee on the 
District of Columbia, on a subject in which the 
citizens of the District were g:eaily interested. Le 
would inquire whether that commitiee intended at 
an early day to introduce a bill for the renewal! of 
the charters of the banks in the District. 
Mr. MERRICK said that the committee had 
not yet taken the subject under their consideration, 
and, of course, he could not say what would be 
their course, when they considered the subject. 
Some of the banks had not yet applied for a re- 
newal of their charters, and there were no memc- 
rials from the citizens of the District on the sub- 
ject. It was, therefore, not probable that the com- 
milee would report a bill atan early day. 
Mr. TAPPAN said that, under these circum- 
sances, he would give no‘ice, that at an early day, 
he would ask leave to introduce a bill to regalate 
the issue and ecircu'at:on of bank paper in the Dis- 
tr.ct of Columbia. 
Mr. WRIGHT, from the Committee on Finance, 
to wh'ch was referred the bill for the rel ef of Henry 
J. Pickering, reported the same withcut amend- 
ment, and said that he was instracted by the Com- 
mittee, when itcame up under consideration, to 
move its indefinite postponement. 
P Mr. MERRICK submi ted the following reso!u- 
on: 

Resolved, That the rules of the Senate be s> mo- 
dified as io admit on the floor of the Senate the 
District Attorney of the Uniied States for the Dis- 


tictef Columbia, and the Reporter for the Su- 
preme Court. 


THE INDEPENDENT TREASURY BILL. 
the following bill was taken up for considcra- 
ration, the question being on its passage: 

A BILL to provide fer the collection, safe-keeping. 
transfer, and disbursement of the public revenue. 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Represent- 

atives of the United States of America in Congress as- 

sembled, That, there shall be prepared and pro- 
vided, withia the new Treasury building now 
erecting at the seat of Government, suitable and 

Convenient rooms fer the use of the Treacurer of 

the United States, bis assistants and clerks; and 


i 
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sufficient and secure fireproof vaults and safes, 
for the keeping of the public moneys in the posses- 
sion and underthe immediate control of the said 
Treasurer, which said rooms, vaults, and safes, 
are hereby constituted and declared to be, the 
Treasury of the United States. And the said 
Treasurer of the United Siates shall Leep all the 
public moneys which shall come to his hands ia 
the Treasury of the United States, as hereby con- 
Stituted, uatil the same are drawn therefrom ec- 
cording to law. 

Sec. 2 And be it further enacted, That the Mint 
of the United States, in the city of Philadelphia, in 
the State of Pennsylvania, aad the Branch Mint, 
in the city of New Orleans, in the State of Louis- 
iana, and the vaults and safes thereof, respectively, 
shall be places of deposite and safe keeping 
of the public moneys al those points respectively; 
and the Treasurer of the said Mint and Branch 
Mint r-spectively, for the time being, shall have 
the custody and care of all public moneys depos- 
ited within the same, and shall perform ali the 
duties required to be performed by them, in refer 
ence tothe receipt, safe keeping, transfer and dis- 
bursements of all such moneys, according to the 
provisions hereinafter contained. 

Sec. 3. And be it further enacted, That there shall 
be prpared and provided, within the custom- 
hou-es now erecting in the c ty of New York, in 
the State of New York, ant in the city of Boston, 
in the State of Massachuset's, suitable and con- 
venient rooms for the us: cf the receivers-general 
of public moneys, hereinafter directed to be ap- 
pointed, at those p!aces, resp: c ively; and suflicient 
and secure fireproof vaults and safes for the keeping 
of the public moneys collected and deposited with 
them, respectively; and receivers g neral of public 
money, from time to time, appointed at thi se 
points, shall have the custody and care ofthe said 
rooms, vaults, and safes, respectively, and of all 
the public moneys deposited within the same; and 
shall perform all the duti-s required to be per- 
formed by them, in reference to ‘he receipt, safe 
keeping, transfer, and disbursement of all such 
moneys, according to the provisions of this act. 

Src. 4. And be it further enacted, That there shall 
be erected, prepared, and provided, at the expense 
of the United States, at the city of Charleston, in 
the State of South Carolina, and at the city of St. 
Louis, in the State of Missouri, offices, with 
suitable and convenient rooms for the use of the 
receivers-general of public money hereinafter 
directed to be appointed at the places above named; 
and sufficient and secure fireproof vaults and safes 
for the keeping of the public money ccllected and 
deposited at those points respectively; and the said 
receivers-general, from time to time appointed at 
those places, shall have the custody and care of 
the said offices, vaults, and safes, so to be erected, 
prepared, and provided, and of all the puble 
moneys deposited within the same; and shall per- 
form all the duties required to be performed by 
them, in reference to the recept, safe keep ng, 
transfer, and disbursement of all such meneys, 
according to the provis.ons hereinafter contained. 

Sec. 5. And be it further enacted, That the 
President shall nominate, and, by and with the 
advice and consent of the Senate, appvint four 
officers, to be denominated ‘ receivers-general of 
publ'c money,” which said officers shall hold their 
respective offices for the term of four years, un!'ess 
sooner removed therefrom; one of which shall be 
located at the city of New York,in the State of 
New York; one other of which shall be located 
at the city of Boston, inthe State of Massachusetts; 
one other of which shall be loca'ed at the city of 
Charleston, in the State of South Carolina; and the 
remaining one of which shall be located at the city 
of St. Louis, in tte State of Missouri; and all of 
which said officers shall give bonds to the United 
States, with sureties, according to the provisions 
hereinafter contained, for the faithful discharge of 
the dut es of their respective offices. 

Sec. 6. And be it further enacted, That the 
Treasurer of the United States, the Treasurr of 
the Mint of the United States, the Treasurers and 
those acting as such, of the various Branch Minis, 
all collectors of the customs, all surveyors of the 
customs acting also as collectors, all receiveis- 
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general of public moneys, all receivers of pabdlic 
moneys at the several land offices, and all post- 
masiers, except as is hereinafter part cularly 
provided, be, and they are heieby, requiced to kee p 
safely, without loaning or using, all the pubic 
money collected by them, or otherwise at any time 
placed in their possessiin and custody, till the 
same is ordered by the proper Department or 
officer of the Government to be transferred or 
paid out; and when such orJers for transfer or 
payment are received, faithfully and promptly to 
make the same as directed, and to doand perform 
ali other duties as fiscal agents of the Govern- 
ment, which may be imposed by this or any other 
acts of Congress, or by any regulation of the 
Treasury Department, made in conformity to law; 
and also todo and perform all acts and duties 
required by law, or by direction of any of the 
Executive Departments of the Government, as 
agents for paying pensions, or for making any 
other disbur-ements which either of the heads of 
those Departments may be required by law to 
make, and which are of a character to be made by 
the depositiries hereby constiuted, consistently 
with the other official duties imposed upon them. 

Sec. 7. And be it further enacted, That the 
T.easurer of the United States, the Treasurer of 
the Mint of the United States, the Treasurer of the 
Branch Mint at New Oreans, and the receivers- 
general of public money hereinbefore directed to 
be: appointed, shall, respectively, give bonds to the 
Unite! States, in such furm, and for such amounts, 
as shall be directed by the Secretary of the 
Treasury, by and with the advice and consent of 
the President, with sureties to the satisfaction of 
the So'icitor of tie Treasury; and shall, from time 
to time, renew, strengthen, and increase their 
oTicial bonds, as the secretary of the Treasury, 
with the consent of the President, may direct; any 
law in reference to any of the official bonds of any 
of the said officers to the contrary notwith tanding. 

Src. 8. And be it further enacted, That it shall 
be the duty of the Secretary of the Treasury, at as 
early a dzy as pos ible after the passage of this act, 
to require from the several deposi'atus hereby 
constitnted, and whose official bonds are not 
hereinbefure provided for, to execute bonds new 
and su table in their teras to meet the new and 
increa:ed duties imposed upon them respect vely 
by this act, and with sureties, and in sums such 
as shall seem reasonable and safe to the Sol citor 
of the Treasury, and from t.me to time to require 
such bonds to be rcnewed and increased in amount 
and sirengthened by new sureties, to meet any 
increas ng responsibility which may grow ont of 
accumalat ons of money in the hands of the 
depositary, or out of any other duty cr responsibil- 
ity arising under th’s or any other law of Congress. 

Src. 9. And be it further enacted, That all collec- 
tors and receivers of public money, of every 
character and description, within the District of 
Columb‘a, shall, cs frequently as they may be 
directed by the Secretary of the Treasury, or the 
Postmaster General, so ty» do, pay over to the 
Treesurer of the United States at the Treasury 
thereof, all public moneys collected by them, or in 
heir hands; hat all such collectors and receivers 
of public moneys within the cities of Philadelphia 
and New Orleans, shall, upon the same direction, 
pay overto the Treasurersof the Mints in their 
respective cities, at the said Mints, all public 
moneys collected by then, or in their hands; and 
that all such ec lectors and receivers of public 
moneys within the ciiiesof New York, Boston, 
Charleston, and St. Louis, shall, upon the same 
direction, pay over to the receivers-general of 
public money in their respective cities, at their 
offices respectively, all the public moneys collected 
by them, or in their hans, to be safely kept by the 
said respective deposita: ies, until otherwise disposed 
of according to law; and it shall be the duty of the 
said Secie ary and Postmaster General to direct 
such payments, by the said ¢.llectors and receivers, 
atall the said places, at least as often as once in 
each week, and as mach more frequently, in all 
cases, as they, in their diseretion, may think pro- 
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hereby constituted, to the Treasury of the United 
States; to the Mint at Philadelphia; to the Branch 
Mintat New Orleans; or tothe offices of either of 
the receivers-general of publ. moneys,-by this act 
directed to be appointed; to be there safely kept, 
according to the provisions of this act; and a'so to 
transfer moneys in the hands of any one depositary 
constituted by this act to any other depositary 
constitated by the same, at h's discretion, and as 
the safety of the public moneys, and the con- 
venience of the public service shallseem to him 
to require; which authority to transfer the moneys 
belimging to the Post Office Department is also 
hereby conferred upon the Postmaster General so 
far @s its exercise by him may be consistent with 
the provisions of existing laws; and every deposi- 
tary constituted by this act shall keep his account 
of the money paid to or deposited with him, be- 
longing to the Post Office Department separate and 
distinct from the account kept by hm of other 
public moneys so paid or deposited. And for the 
urpose of payments on the public account, it shall 
ye lawful for the Treasurer of the Unite! Stat-sto 
draw upon apy of the said depositaries, as he may 
think most conducive to the public interests, or to 
the convenience of the public cve litors, or both, 

Sec. 11. And be it further enactet, That the 
moneys in the hands, care, and custody, of any of 
the depositaries constituted by this act, shall be 
considered and held as deposited to the credit of 
the Treasurer of the United States, and shall be, at 
alltimes, subject to his draft, whether made for 
transfer or disbursement, in the same manner as 
though the said moneys were actua!ly ion the 
Treasury of the United States; and each depositary 
shall make returns to the Treasary and Post Office 
Department of all moneys received and paid by 
him, at such times, and in such form, as shall be 
directed by the Secretary of the Treasury, or the 
Postmaster General. 

Src. 12. And be it further enacted, That the 
Secretary of the Treasury shall te, and he is 
hereby, authorized to cause examinations to be 
made of the books, accounts, and money on hand, 
of the several depositaries constituted by this act; 
and for that purpose to appcint special agents, as 
occasion may require, with such compensation as 
he may think reascnable, to be fixed and declared 
at the time of each appointment. The agents 
selected to make these examinations shall be in- 
structed to examine as well the books, accounts, 
and returns of the officer, as the money on hand, 
and the manner of its being kept, to the end that 
uniformity and accuracy in the accounts, as we | 
as safety to the public moneys, may be secured 
thereby. 

Sec. 13. And be it further enacted, That in adldi- 
tion to the examinations provided for in the last 
preceding section, and as a further gaard over 
the public moneys, it shall be the duty of eacn 
naval officer and surveyor, as a check upon the 
receiver-general of public moneys, or collector of 
the customs, of their respective districts; of each 
register of a land office, as a check upon the 
receiver of his lind office; and of the directcr and 
superintendent of each Mint and Brarch M nt 
when seperate officcs, as a check upen the 
Treasurers, respectively, of the said Mints, or the 
persons acting as such, at the elese of each quarter 
of the ycar, and as much more frequently as 
they shall be directed by the Secretary of the 
Treasury to do so, to examine the books, accounts, 
returns, and money on hand, of the receivers- 
general of public money, col ectors, receivers of 
land offices, treasurers, and persons acting as 
such, and to make a full, acavurate, and fai h'ul 
return to the Treasury Deparment of their 
condition. 

Sec. 14. Aud be it further enacted, That the sad 
Officers respectively who e Cuty it is made by this 
act tor: ceive, Keep and disburse the public moneys, 
as the fiscal agents of tne Government, may be 
allowed eny nevessiry additional expenscs for 
clerks, fireproof chests, or vanlts, or «ther neces- 
sary expenses of safe keeping, transferring, and 
disbursing said moneys; all such expenses of every 
character to be first expressly authorized by the 
Secretary of the Treasury, whose directions upon 
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all the above subjec's, by way of regulaton and 
otherwise, so far as authorized by law, areto be 
strictly followed by all the said officers: Provided, 
That the whole number of clerks to be appointed 
by virtue of this section of this act, shall not 
exceed ten, and that the aggregate compensations 
of the who'e number shall not exceed eiszht 
thousand dollars, nor shall the compensation of 
any one clerk, so appointed, exceed e ght hundred 
dollars per annum. 

Sec. 15. nd beit further enacted, That the 
Secretary of the Treasury shall, with as moch 
promptitude as the convenience of the public 
business, and the safety of the public funds will 
permit, withdraw the balances remaining with the 
present depositaries of the public moneys, and 
confine the safe keeping, transfer, and dixburse- 
ment of those moneys to the depositaries establivh- 
ed by this act. 

Sec. 16. And be it further enacted. That all 
marsha's, district attorneys, and others, having 
public money to pay to the United States, and ail 
patentees, wishing to make payment for patents 
io be issaed, may pay all such mcneys to the 
Treasurer of the United States, atthe ‘Treasury, 
to the Treasurer of either of the Mints, in Philadel- 
phia or New Orleans, to either of the receivers 
general of public money, or to each o'her deposi- 
tary constituted by this ect as shall be designated 
by the Secretary of the Treasury, in other paris of 
the United Stater,to receive such payments, and 
give receipts or certificates of deposite therefor. 

Sec. 17. And be it further enacted, That a'l 
officers charged by this act with the safe keeping, 
transfer and disbursement of the puble moneys, 
others than these connected with the Post Office 
Depaitment, are hereby required to keep an accu- 
rate entry of each sum received, and of the kind 
of money in which itlis received, and of each 
payment or transfer, and of the kind cf currency 
in which itis made; and that ifany one of the 
said offic'rs or of these connected with the Post 
Office Depariment, shall convert to his own use; 
in any way whatever, or shall use by way of 
investment in any kiad of property or merchan- 
cise, or shall loan, with or withont interest, any 
poruon of the public moneys, in'rasted to him 
tor sa‘e keeping, disbursement, transfer or for any 
other purpose, every such act shall be deemed and 
adjudged to bean embezzlement of so much of the 
said moneys as shail be thus taken, converte |, 
invested, used, cr loaned, which is her. by declared 
to be a felony, and any «fier or agert of the 
United States, and ail persons adivsing or 
participatirg in such act, being convicted thereof 
befure any court of the United States of competent 


|| jurisdiction, saall be sentenced to impris nment for 
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a term of not less than six months nor more than 
five years, and to a fise equal to the amount ofthe 
money embezzled. 

Sec. 18. nd be it further enacted, That until 
the rooms, offices, vaults, and safes, directed by 
the first four sections of this act to be constructed 
and prepared for the use of the Treasurer of the 
United States, the Treasurers of the Mints at 
Philadelphia and New Orleans, and the recivers- 
general of public money at New York, Boston, 
Charleston, and St. Louis, can be constructed and 
prepared for use, itshall be the du'y of the Secre- 
tary of the Treasury to procure suitable rooms for 
offices for those officers at their respective locations, 
and !o contract for such use of vaults and safes 
as may b2 required for the safe keeping of the 
pudle moneys in the charge ard custody of those 
officers respectively, the expense to Le paid by the 
United Sia'es. 

Sec 19. And be it further enacted, That from and 
after the thirtieth day of June, which will be in the 
year one thousand eight hundred and forty, the 
resolution of Cong:ess of the thirtieth day of April, 
in the year ove thousand eight hundred and sixteen, 
so faras it authorizes the receipt in payment of 
duties, taxes, sa'es of publ.c lands, debts and sums 
of money, accruing or becoming payable to the 
United States, to be collec’ed and paid in the notes 
of specie paying banks, shall be so modified as that 
one-fourth part of all such duties, taxes, sales of 
public lands, cebts, and sums of money accruing 
or becoming due to the United States, shall be 
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collected in the legal currency of the Un; 

and from and after the thirtieth day of June ‘ 
will be in the year one thousand eight handfes 
forty-one, one other fourth part of all such 4 
taxes, sales of public lands, debs, ang su : 
money, shall be so collected; ant that thea 7 
after the thirtieth day of June, which wil} be 7 
year ore thousand eight hundred and ’ 
one other fourth part cf all such dut'es ta 
sales of public lands, deb‘s, and sums of ‘ea 
shall be so collected; and that from and afy, “ 
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thirtieth day of June, which wil! be in the per an 
one thousand eight hundred and forty-three ihe eney at B. 
remaining fourth part of the said duties tena nd five hu 
sales of public lands, debts and sums of ‘mone: mentta! of P 
shall be also collected in the legal curreacy of the salary of | 
United States; and from and afer the last mey, menus a2 
tioned day, all sums aceruinz, or becomig gi. Louis, 
payable to the United States, for duties, taxes. sales ¢ bundrec 
of public lands, or other debis, and also a!) sum, Mint al 
due for postages, or otherwise, t» the Geaera! pug fameee™t salé 
Office Department, shall be paid in gold aud sijyer fame! for 
only. y this act; 
Sec. 20. And be it further enacted, That, from anjiamme™ O18 
after the thirtieth day of June, which will be i,m’ axnuall 
the year one thousand eight hundred and for. mis C4 2” 
three, every officer or agent engaged in mak, full for 1 
disbursements on account of the United States, o all either 
of the General Post Office, sha!l make all pay: ive, any 
ments in gold and silver coin cn'y; and avy ro. gmcial Sen 
ceiving or disbursing oficer, or egent, who shai) aMeasoevel 
neg'ect, evade, or violate the provisions of this pare 
and the last preceding section of this act, shall clared to 
by the Secretary of the Treasury, be imm-diately avicted | 
reported to the President of the United States, with pets of & 
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the facts of such neglect, evasion, or vio'ation, 
and also to Congress, if in ses-i:n, and, if not in 
session, at the commenceme it cf its session next 
after the violation takes place. 

Sec. 21. And be it further enacted, That no ex. 
change of funds shall be made by any disbursing 
Officers, cr agents, of the Government, of avy 
grade or denomination whatsoe er, or connected 
with any branch of the public sevice, other than 
an exchange fcr gold and silver; and every such dis 
bursing officer, whea the means for his disburse. 
ments are furnished to him in currency & 
gally receivable under the provisions of this 
act, shall make his payments in the currency 


so furni hed, or when those means are furnished —s 
to him in drafts, shall cause thove drafts to te - * 


presented at their place of paymrnt and pr peily 
paid according to the law, and shall make his pay- 
ments in the currency so received for the drafls 
furnished, unless, in either case, be can exchange 
ihe means in his hands for gold and silver at par, 
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and so as to facilitate hs payments, or ctherwise HP lace. 

accommodate the public service and promote the J Sec 26 
circulation of a metallic currency: And it shall be, Mmpuchase ¢ 
and is hereby made, the datyfof the head of the pr- mes 


per Department immediat<ly to suspend from duly 
any disbarsing officer who shall violate the provi- Selina, 








sions of this section, and forthw.th to report the Me aud h 
name of the officer, or azent, to the President, wilh Hagpy mone 
the fact of the violation aad all the circumstances ted, 1) 
accompany ng the same and wit! ia the knowledge nyended 
of the said Secretary, to the end that sach offi er, Treas 
or agent, may be promptly removed from ofhce, or ans for | 
r stored to his trust and the performance of his Himpowected 
duties, as to the President may seem Jut and seen 
roper. 
: ee. 22. And be it farther enacted, Ti al it shal ae 
not be lawful for the Secretary o/ the Treasury 10 dings 


make or continue in force, ay general order, ene 
whic sha'l create any difference between the var 
different branches of revenue, as to the fu .dset ined 
medivm of payment in which debts or dues accru- ted St 
ing to the United States may be paid. ‘i fi 

Sec. 23. And be it further enacted, That It shall ah k 
be the duty of the Secretary of the Treasury 0 i r 
issee and publish regulations to enforce: the speety in ; 
presentation of all Government drafts fer [- r 
ment at the place where payabl>, and to prescribe 
the time, according to the diflerent dstances © 
the depositaries from the seat of i 
within which all drafts upon them, respeciv*'), 
shall be presented for payment; and, in de fault "4 
such presentation, to direct any other mode a” 
place of payment which he may deem prpr 
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pe directions it shall 
ulations and directions it sha 
a ae a Secretary of the Treasury to 
aft, © brown into circulation, as a paper cur- 
oor medium of exchange. 
Spe 94. And be it further enacted, That the re- 
general of public moneyz directed by this 
ot be appointed, shall receive, respectively, the 
jowing salaries, per annum, to be paid quarter 
arr, at the ‘Treasury of the United States, to 
rhe receiver general of public money at New 
it shall be pad a salary of four thousand dol- 
* per annum; ! 
ney at Buston shall be paid a salary of two thou- 
4 five hundre | dollars per annum; the receiver- 
serail of public money at Charleston shall be paid 
salary of two thousand five handred dollars per 
num; and the receiver-general of public money 
gi, Louis, shall be paid a salary of two thousand 
» hundred dollars per annum; the Treasurer of 
Mint at Philadelphia shall, in addition to his 
gnt salary, receive five hundred dollars an- 
‘ily for the performance of the duties imposed 
ihis act; the Treasurer of the Branch Mint at 
tow Orleans shall also receive one thousand dol- 
isannually for the additional duties created by 
isact; and these salaries, respectively, shall be 
full for the ser vices of the respective officers, nor 
all either of them be permitted to charge, or re- 
ive, any commission, pay, or perquisite, for eny 
feial service, of any character or description 











































































or 


all ihe receipt of any such compensation, is hereby 


- clared to be a misdemeanor, for which the officer | 
- nvieted thereof, before any court of the United 
t ses of competent jurisdiction, shall be subject to | 
4 nishment by fine, or imprisonment, or both, at | 
in ae discretion of the court Lefore which the offence 
nyt peal! be tried. | 
Sec. 25. Ant be it further enacted, That the | 
ey. Mgpeasurer of the United States be, and he is | 
ing Meee’y, authorized to receive at the Treasury, and | 
a such other points as he may designate, payments | 
ted aivance for public lands, the payments so made, | 
om ball cases, to be evidenced by the receipt of the | 
is. ed Treasurer of the United States; which receipts | 
<e. fe given shall te receivable for public lands, at | 


e. Mery public or private sale of lands, in the same | 
his ener as the currency authorized by law to be | 
ney ived in payment for the public lands: Provided, | 


ned ever, That the receipts given by the Treasurer 


be ihe United States, pursuant to the anthority con- , 


jy Ggeeed in this section, shall not be negotiable or 
ay: ausferable, by delivery, or assignment, or in any 
sits ne! Mander whatsoever, but shall, in all cases, be 
nge eented in payment for lands by or for the per- 
vat, fe’'0 Whom the receipt was given, as shown upon 


s face, 
vise 
the Sec 26. And be it further enacted, That for the 
be, chase of sites, and for the construction of the 
ri» mptices of the reccivers-general of public money, by 
uly tatdrected 10 be erected at Charleston, South 
ie rlina, and at St. Louis, Missouri, there shall 


the J, aud hereby is, appropriated, to be paid out ef 
ty money inthe Treasury not otherwise appro- 


88 ted, the sum of ten thousand dollars, to be 
dge MMptnded under the direction of the Secretary of 
ef, Treasury, who is hereby required to adopt 
or Hp40s for the said offices, and the vaults and safes 


his Mimpewected therewith, and to cause the same to be 


pnd Bipeastructed and prepared for use with as litile de- 

¥ asshall be consistent with the public interests, 
pall Pe the convenient location and security of the 
j 10 MR" Idings to be erected: Provided, however, That if 
ler, et Secretary of the Treasury shall fiad, upon in- 


the Mey . examination, that suitable rooms for the 
5 or et the receiver-general at Charleston can be 


ru ined in the custom-house now owned by the 
‘ied States at that place, and that secure vaults 
hall ' safes can be construeted in that building for 
} to tale keeping of the public money, then he shall 
ely such rooms tu be prepared and fitted up, and 
a vaulis and safes to be constructed in the cus- 
ribe “use at Char'eston, and no independent office 
; of there erec'ed, 
ent, a 27. nd be it further enacted, That, for the 
tly, BM Ment of the expenses authorized by this act, 
' . “ than those herein before provided for, a suf- 


> sum of money be, and the same is hereby, 


far as may be, sgainst those drafts being | 


the receiver-general of public | 


natsoever; and the making of any such charge, | 
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appropriated, to be paid out of any money in the |! 


Treasury not otherwise appropriated. 

Sec. 23. And be it further enacted, That all acts | 
or parts of acts which come in conflict with the | 
provi-ions of this act be, and the same are hereby, 
repealed. 

Mr. HENDERSON opposed the bill at great 
leogth. 

Mr. TAPPAN said that he was desirous of ex- 


pressing his opinions on the bill, but if it was the | 
wish of the Senate to take the question on its pas- | 


sage now, he would nct interpose. 
tended, however, to continue the debate, he would 


If it was in- | 


yield the foorto any gentleman who wished to ad- | 


dress the Senate. 
Mr. SMITH, of Indiana, then rose and sub- 
mi'ted h's reasons for voting against the bill. 


Mr. MERRICK said he iutended to address the | 
Senate on this measure, but as it was now late, | 


being a quarier past three o’cluck, he moved that 
the Senate do now a:ljourn. 

The yeas and nays being demanded, the question 
was decided in the negative—yeas 19, nays 21. 

Mr. MERRICK thea proceeded t» address the 
Senate in oppusition t the bill. 

Mr. SMITH of Indiana, for the purpose of test- 
ing the sense of the Senate as to whether the ques- 
tion should be taken on the passage of the bill this 
evening, moved that the Senate adjourn. 

The ayes and nees being demanded, the question 
was decided in the negative—ayes 18, noes 23. 

Mr. MERRICK then conc!uded his remarks, 
and was followed by Mr. DAVIS, also in opposi- 
tion to the bill. 

The question was then taken on the passage of 
the bill, and decided in the affirmative—ayes 24, 
noes 18, as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Benton, Brown, Bucha- | 


nan, Calhoun, Clay of Alabama, Cuthbert, Fulton, 
Grundy, Hubbard, King, Linn, Lumpkin, Mouton, 


Norvell, Pierce, Roane, Sevier, Smith of Connec- | 


tieut, Strange, Tappan, Walker, Williams, and 
Wright—24. 

NAYS—Messrs. Betis, Clay of Kentucky, Clay- 
ton, Crittenden, Davis, Dixon, Henderson, Knight, 
Merrick, Nicholas, Phelps, Prentiss, Preston, Ro- 
binson, Ruggles, Smith of Indiana, White, and 
Young—18. 

So the bill was passed. 

On motion, 

The Senate adjourned. 





HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Tuorspay, January 23, 1840. 

The question be‘ore the House was the proposi- 
tion of Mr.:‘Tuompson of South Carolina to amend 
the rules, by the addi'ion of the toliowing: 

Resolved, That, upon the presentation of any me- 
mo ial or petition praying for the abolition of sla- 
very or the slave trade in any Distiict, Territory, 
or State of the Union, and upen the presentation of 
aay resolution, or other paper touching that sut- 
ject, the reception of such memorial, petition, reso- 
lution, or paper, shall be considered as objected to, 
and the question of its reception shall be laid on the 
table, without debate or further action thereon. 

And the proposition of Mr. Apams, as a substi- 
tute for the above, in the following words: 

Resolved, That the following be added to the 
standing rules of this House, to be numbered the 
Qist: 

“Every petition presented by the Speaker, or by 
any member, with a brief verbal stat) ment of i's 
contents, shall be received, unless objection be 
made to its ree:ption for special reason; acd when- 
ever objection shall be made to the reception of a 
petition, the name cf the membr objecting, and 
the reason of the objection, shall be entered upon 
the journal. The question in every such case shal! 
be, shall the petition pe rejected? and no pe'ition 
shall be rejected but by a majori y of the members 
present.” 

Mr. HUNT, who was entitled to the floor, was 
about proceeding, but was interrupted by 

Mr.COOPER,of Pennsy!vania, who offered a re- 
solution, which he hoped the House would, by gene- 
ral consent, agree to receive, as it would, under 
the rule, lie on the table for one day. The resolu- 
tion to which he had reference was that already 
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published, calling on the ‘Postmaster General for 
information in relation to the mail arrangement 
between Baltimore and New York. 

Objection was made to its recepticn. 

Mr. HUNT said he was not prepared to yield 
the floor for any proposition which would cause 
deb»te ,and deprive him of it. 

Mr. SERGEANT asked the consent of the 
Houve to make a report on a bill from the Judi- 
ciary Committee. It wasa billto correct some 
errors in the census law, and of the utmost impor- 
tance. 

Objection was made to its reception; when 

Mr. SERGEANT moved to suspend the rules. 

Mr. HUNT said he could not consent to any 
proposition which would deprive him of the floor, 
afier so much difficulty in obtaining it. 


Mr. HUNT, after thanking the House fur the 
courtesy it extended to him by the adjournment on 
yesterday, on account of his indisposition, said that 
the best return he could make for it was his pro- 
mise to be very brief. He then proceeded to dis- 
cuss the proposiion before the House. The prin- 
ciples involved in the question were of the utmost 
importance. [t was a more important question 
than any which had occupied the attention of that 
House since the Declaration of Independence and 
the adoption of the Constitution. He was utterly 
opposed to the propositi n of the gentleman from 
South Carolina, [Mr, THomvson,] and also to Mr. 
Apams’s substitute therefor, in the present aspect of 
the case. The reasons were, that it was proposed 
to make it a permanent rule of the House; and be- 


| causc he was in favor of the proposition of the 


| gentleman from Louisiana, [Mr. Cainn,] which 


was almest identical with that offered by himself 
four years ago. He hoped the time would 
arrive to move that egain—if not at this ses- 
sion, at least at the next. He was in favor 
of Mr. C’s proposition, because it did not 
go to make a permanent rule of the House, 
to operate unjus'ly on ene class of petitions, He 
feared the other prepositions would operate to de- 


|| grade the moral question involved in the subject be- 








fore the House, to subserve or satisfy parry ends. 

His objection to the propositions in their present 
form was founded on the very rules of the House, 

because they came in conflict with the rule which 

makes it the duty of the Speaker, afier reading of 
the journa's, tocall the States for petitions, begic- 

ning with the State of Marne, until all the Staics 

had been ca'led. The rales had already, he be- 

lieved, fully provided for the dispesition of all 

clisses of petitions. Mr. H. said he would not on 

these propositions, and at that time, enter into the 

dicussion of, or argue the question of the con: titu- 

tional right of petition. He considered that subject 

as far beyond the powers of that House to restrict 

or abridge as did Southern gentlemen question the 
power of that Hovse to discuss the question of the 
sublime meri's of slavery. The right of petition, in 

its most unlimite! form, did not depend on the 
Constitution fr its existence, but was an inherent 
right, above that instrument, and could not be re- 
stricted there—it was a right not secured by 
parchments and sea's; but was one which 
was derived from the Author of all good, which was 
permi'ted to be exere sed from infancy to old age. 
It was ore given by God to man, which rides over 
all constitutions. He would ask, what Virginia, 
the mother of States, would say to the res'r.ction of 
this right now, when, ather instance, this admira- 
ble c!ause had been inserted in the Constitution to 
protect that right: “That Congess shall make no 
law respecting the establishment of religion, or 
prevent the free exercise thereof, or abolish the 
freedom of the press, or of speech, and the right of 
the people peaceably t» assemble and petition for 
a redress of grievances.” Mr. H. referred to the 
history of the times that carried the adoption of 
this amendment, which was founded ufon the pro- 
ceedings of George the Third, in break ng up legis- 
lative bodies, because of the exercise of this right of 
petition, and other examples of arbitrary rule by 
Great Britain. He adverted to the jealousy of 
Virginia's sons—caused by the preceedings of 
those times—to Patrick Henry, Jefferson, Ma- 
dison, and other prominent men, who were 
the advocates of this right in its broadest sense, 
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He congratulated the country now that Virgin‘a 
had ins sted upon the introduction of that clause 
into the Constitution; not because he believed there 
was an iota of force added to u. Mr. H did not 
deny that that House had the inherent right to re- 
jectsuch petitions as were offensive to the body, 
but he believed that it was not authorized to reject 
even tho e which were indecerous or in-ulting in 
their character, without assigning reasons on its 
journal therefor. Mr. H. did not think he coald 
add any s'reng h to what had already been said as 
to this right, but he would say to the Ner-h and to 
the South, permit the debate to go on—let every 
nah On that floor express his individual sentiments 
—give the question a fair and full di cussion, and 
the country would lose nothing by it ultimate ly. 
An attempt had been already made to stifle debate, 
but was prevented by one vote only, for which re- 
sult he was thankfal, because he believed the ques- 
tion Was paramount in interest to all others. 

The House had done, in spite of itself, an act of 
justice by refusing the previous ques ion; it had af- 
forded the gentleman from Massachuseits,and others, 
an opportunity to put themselves right before the 
couatry. If nothing else had been gained, it was 
worth the time and expense which it had incurred 
to do just ce to that gentleman, [Mr. Apams } 

Upon this question (he said) the North might be 
reasoned with, but could not be driven. It pos- 
sessed too much of the Anglo-Saxon blood. ‘The 
Norih, when but a child in its swaddling clothes, 
had so tuld old Mother England when she disre- 
garded the sacred right of pe'ition, and en- 
d-avored to spurn ther prayers fur a redress of 
grievances. The question had been discussed 
in many of the leading journals as a party ques- 
tion. He denied that it was—or that it could be—it 
was of too grave and impor ant anature to be dan- 
died with by party. He then went into a history 
of how far the attempt had been made to make it 
a party question, and contended that tiere were 
men of both parties belonging to the Abolilionists, 

Mr. II. then referred to the opinions of promi- 
nent men {rom Virginia upon the subject, to show 
that Congress had some power over the quesiion; 
and particularly to John Rande!ph, who, he said, 
had introduced a resolution denouncing the traffic 
in slaves in this District as most inhuman, 
and propcsed the appointment of a committee to 
inquire into the subject, which was passed sub 
silentio. 

Mr. H. referred to the influence which the lite- 
rature of the present day was exercising over this 
subject. It was a tremendous influence —such that 
the House could not longer delay to not'ce. The 
American nation is denounced in the slavery publi- 
cations throughout the civilized world, for permit- 
ting the existence of the institution of slavery; 
among us; and he thought it, therefore, no time to 
blink the question. It was Letter to meet it now, 
than refer it to their posterity. 

Mr. H. believed, but for the interference o 
bar-room po-citcians in exciling prejndices agains 
the abolition societies, Delaware, Maryland, and 
Virginia, would, before many years, have ceased to 
be slave States; but thishas thrown them back. 

Mr. H. thought the best remedy to get rid of 
the growing and pressing evil of this question on 
the Government, would be to have free discussion, 
leave truth free to combat error, to let every gentle- 
man come up and testify fully. He, for one, 
would be willing to refer the who!e subject uniram- 
melled to the geutleman from Massachusetts, [ Mr. 
Apams,} and, his head for it, he would, in Jess than 
two weeks, put the subject torest. Give to hs 
constituents reasons why the subject of slavery 
should not be touched—treat then fairly—not 
tinker with the question for party purposes—meet 
it like men, was all that was wanted. He believed 
sincerely that the pen of that gentleman, by way of 
report, would settle the question of Aboliuion for- 
ever. 

It had been said that the subject had already 
been referred and reported upon, without having 
any effect in allaying the exci‘ement upon this 
question. The report of Mr. Pinckney in 1836, 
had been reierred to es evidence. He knew 
something of the history of that report. That com- 
mitlee was gagged with instructions which went to 
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wh-tewash the question, and hocdwink the Amer!- 
can people. It was, in fact, a fraud upon the 
right of petition. Mr. H. could not himself vote 
for the resolutions of that committee, and was pre- 
vented from so amending th: m as to enab’e him to 
do so, bat was gagged by the previous question. 
Because he would not vote for those resolations, 
under the circumstances, he had been denounced 
as an Abolitionist by the official organ. Mr. H. 
did not believe the North had any right to interfere 
with the question of domestic slavery; and he did 
net blame Maryland and Virginia—the States 
that ceded this Distric'—-because they had 
told the North they had no right to interfere. 
They bad dene as he would have done. He was 
opposed to any interference until these ceding States 
make the first movement for the abolition of slave- 
ry. He beheved sincerely that the ceding States 
had been driven bac fifly years on the question 
of emanc: pation, in consequence o! tue imprudence 
of a portion of the North; and as a representative, 
in part, of the Empire S ate, and of the North, he 
would never vote fur the abolition of slavery in 
the Distiict of Coumbia without the consent of 
those Svaies. Mr. H. concleed at 3 v’clock. 

Mr. BYNUM rose and claimed the floor, which, 
having been awarded to bim by the Speaker, 

Mr. HABERSHAM, who rose nearly at the 
same time, claimed that he had priority. He 
thought (he sail) it was the rule of the House 
that when two members rose together, the one 
who rose frem his seat had the preference to the 
floor over him who rose in the aisle. Now, he 
was under the impression that the geatleman from 
North Carolina rose from the aisle; and as he (Mr. 
Hi.) had been two months here without having 
been able to get the floor once, he hoped it would 
now be awarded to him. 

The SPEAKER said the gentleman from Geor- 
gii was mistaken. The gentleman from North 
Carolina [Mr. Bynum] rose from his seat, and his 
voice was first heard by the Cuan. He was, 
therefore, entitled to the floor. 

Mr. BYNUM addressed tae House at some 
lengih, in a very e-oquent speech, ia which he laid 
open the designs of the Abolit.onists, and those who 
supported them in that House. He had been op- 
posed, he said, to the character of this debate from 
the commencement, and in its incipient s’eps he 
made an efiort to prevent what had since taken 
place; but that effort was discountenanced and 
censured from a quarter that he least expected. It 
appeared that there was a party in the House de- 
te: mined to enter into this discuss‘on and to carry 
iton, notwithstsnding the consequent delay of the 
public business and the injury it would cecasion; 
and, so far as his humble opinion went, it had been 
carried on much to the prejudice of one sectioa cf 
the country, and entirely to the prejudice of the 
pa'ty by whom it was encouraged. No man who 
was not blind to the scenes that were passing around 
him but must believe that this was the most momen- 
tous question that ever agitated the conntry. He be- 
lieved sinceiely that this was the very question—the 
very rock on which our glorious vessel of State was 
in danger of perishing. No gentleman who was 
pos:esse! of the most ordinary comprehension with 
respect to what was passing here, and what was 
going on abroad, but had seen that consequences 
must result from the continued agitation of this 
subject, which weuld shake the very foundations 
of our Government. Mr. B. continued, drawing 
a vivid picture of the dangers to be apprehended 
from the designs of the Abolitionists, and showing 
how these Northein gentlemen who claimed to be 
so friendly to the South, and who professed to op- 
pose any interference with its internal concerns, 
gave their support and countenance on that floor. 
Under color of supporting the sacr d right of peti- 
tion, they encouraged the intreduction into the 
House of incendiary papers, ca'culated to operate 
with peculiar mischief in a certain quarter; even 
their very speeches, professedly intended only to 
advocate that implied privilege, werecalculated to 
produce the same results. 

Mr. B. afer showing that this right of petition, 
within the meaning of the Constitution, had no re- 
lation to Abolition petitions; and that no one on 
that floor hadever attempted to interfere with its 
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exercise, observed that there was something abho 
rentin the whole proecedings in relation to / 
subject. If,said he, these gentlemen were . 
Abolitionists, they were drumming up recewita fe 
them—if they did not mean to fight their battles 
they were enlisting soldiers for them. If yoy jp, 
at the right of petition, said he, as guaranties 
in the Constitation, it refers exclusively to a - 
dress of grievances, and what grevances had thes 
Abolitionists to re !ress? Was slavery in the Sout. 
ern States a grievance of theirs? But it was said 
their tender cousciences were aggrieved, and the 
felt themselves, under a solemn sense of religigy, 
duty, bound to interfere. If it was a teligious ob. 
ligation, as well might their tender cousc.ences be 
aggrieved because in the State hecame from the 
sec' of Methodisis was more numerous than \haj of 
the Presbyterians. These gentlemen talked mych 
about liberty and uoiversal emancipation. He woy\4 
ask them if they had ever yet considered what was 
the spec‘es of liberty enjoyed by this country, Was 
it not a constitutional liberty? There was no othe; 
liberty, he said, in the country. But these gentle. 
men said that those who represen‘ed the States moy 
interested, were unnecessarily alarmed; that they 
suffered themselves to be too much excited on the 
subject. Why not, say they, let these petitions be 
referred and reported op; why not come up cooly 
and discuss this question? Tuis was the languace 
held out by Northern gentlemen of a certain pa ty 
in that riouse. There gentlemen could, no douty, 
speak such language with great freedom. Whai 
had they at stake in this momentous questio,? 
Were their wives, or their children, or their fire. 
sides in danger? Had they at stake every 
thing that was dear to man? And yet they would 
tell Southern gentlemen, who had not only all 
these, but their personal security at stake, “You 
ought not to feel excitement on this subject; we will 
take care of you.” But, said the gentleman from 
Pennsylvania,we do not mean to do you any injury. 
You gentlemen of the South do not understand your 
own interests as well as we do. Just let us take 
them and manage them for you. You are an ig- 
norant set of men, and do not know what is for 
your own good. We do not intend to abolish s'a- 
very in the District of Columbia, at least until we 
are prepared to do so; but all we want is for you 
to receive our petitions, and acknowledge that we 
have the rght to regulate your affairs. This was 
not the exact language of the gentieman, it was 
true, but it was very much like what it amounied 
to. While endeavoring to coax up Southern men 
in this way, they put forth language which was 
suffic ent to rouse every slave in the nation to mur- 
der and assassination. Gentlemen professed the ul- 
most horror of being suspected of any such des gus; 
but when they put the argument in the mouih of 
the iguo:ant slave, to justify murder and assassina 
tion, who was most to blame, the assassin or the in- 
stigator? Mr. B. after continuing for some te, 
gave way to 

Mr. TURNEY, who moved aa adjournment. 

Mr. BLACK asked the courtesy of the genile- 
man toallow him to offer a resolution to authorise 
the Clerk to cmp'oy a printer. The public busi- 
ness (Mr. B. said) was suffering for the wantof 
printing that ought to be done; and in offering this 
resoluiion, he would observe that it was precisely 
the same as that introduced by his colleague, (Mr 
Dawson : 

Mr. LEWIS WILLIAMS and others objected. j 

Mr. BLACK said he had the permission “ 
the gentleman, who was entitled to the floor, \0 
offer ths resolution, and he would snbmit itto the 
Cuairn whether it was in order for him to dos. 
As ceitain of the delegation from Georgia hed 
been denounced in advance, in a paper 0 that 
State, for a supposed intention to vote for Blait 
and Rives as Printers, he had endeavored to bring 
himself up to the posilion occupied by his friend and 
colleague, (Mr. Dawson,] who,as he was a very (al- 
tious man, and always inthe line of safe precedents, 
must in this instance at least_be supposed to be good 
authority. The resolution, Mr. B. said, was p'* 


cisely in the words of that offered in the early pal! 
or the session by his colleague. 

Mr. HOFFMAN asked to be permitted to offer 
a resolution to continue in existence for ten days 
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ules of the House—the time for which 
eer bps adopted, having expired to-day. 
this Mr BLACK said, if any resolution was in or- 


hot st have priority, and as it was necessa- 
fer a an bf the weblis busines, he hoped 
les, * Houte would receive it, ; ' 

00k Mr. B’s resolution was then read for the infor- 
Hed TM sion of the House, as fullows: 


1 TF ppsolved, That the Clerk be instructed and au- 























iP se ‘rived to employ some suitable person or per-ons 
uth. execute the necessary printing of this House, in 
said manner prescribed by the jeint resolution of 
hey 19, until the farther order of ths House, 

ous Hy; TURNEY then renewed his motion for ad- 
0b ment, Mr. LYNUM retaining the Soor for 
S be morrow, When 

the HP yy, WILLIAMS of Kentucky called for the 
lof as and nays, uhch, having been ordered, the 
ve stion was taken, and resuled—yeas 98, nays 
0 By Sv 

en The House adjourned. 

as 
ther IN SENATE, 
tle. Faipay, January 24, 1840. 

Dost The Hon. DANIEL STURGEON, elected 
they the Legislature of the State of Pennsy]- 
the baia a Senator f:om that State, for six years, from 
S be ith of March, 1839, appeared, was qualified, 
oly TE 4 took his seatin the Senate. 

nace The CHAIR submitted a report from the Com- 
a ty sioner of Patents, showi.g the operations of 
my, soffice Curing te year 1839; which was referred 
Vat the Commitie on Patents and the Patent Office, 
ren ni ordered to be printed. 

ire: fy, BUCHANAN presented a memorial from 
ae nom'er of cilizens of the State of Pennsylvania, 
ee king Congress to impose a moderate duty upon 
Yo e importation of silk. 

- la presenting t'.is memorial, Mr. B. said that he 
will ould take the liberiy of making a few brief 1e- 
TOM Barks. The morus multicaulis speculation bad 
MY Bassed away; but, unlike other specniations, it had 
a oduced consequences which were destined, at no 
. = jstant day, to promote essentially the prosperity 
; the country. The culture and manufacture of 
aia k were now naturalized amongst us, and myst, 
il we ¢ long, in a considerable degree, serve to reduce 
r you amount of those extravagant importations 
i ao hich were So injurious to the best interests of the 
s was MUU: In the year 1836, silks had been im- 
was Mepred to the value of nearly $23,000,000, and in 
ad 37 the amount was more than $14,000,000. In 
me general reduction of imports in 1838, their 
ine. lue had sunk to $10,000,000; but the ex- 
mor ee of 1839 had doubtless considerably in- 
a eased the amount, although he had no informa- 
eat i in his possession which enabled him to state 
nin of MECC! (© what degree. It was an astonishing 
sina ee that during the three years of 1836, 1837, and 
he ine Meee had imported considerably more than 
tine, Ma’ “Mes a grexter amount in value of silks than 

’ had exported in flour. 
om Mr. B. said he had not the least doubt, that be- 
cate: ihe close of the present session, we should be 
horise per ted to raise additional revenue to meet the 
busi: MEE "Y €Xpenditures of the Government. And, 
ant of asked, was there a single article imported into 
@ this he upon which a duty could be imposed 
cisely ‘greater propriety than upon silks? Silk goods 
, (Mr earucles not of necessity, but of luxury; and 
‘atthe larger proportion of the tax would be 
voted. eS Y the wealthy. — Whilst it would be imposed 
ion of Purpose of revenue alone, it would afford 
oor, to talal encouragement to the domestic produc- 
+0 the bof this article; and there was no anti-tariff Sz- 
do a. of Within his knowledge, who woul! object to 
a hel ‘consequential benefit to so important a do- 
in that fee terest. =A duty upon the importation of 
vr Blait a Would not violate, but was in accordance boih 
> bring Me ihe letter and spirit of the compremise act of 
nd and ch, 1833. This act expressly provided, that in 
ry call ey of a deficiency of revenue, duties 
edents, a -* !™posed, not exceeding twenty per cent. 
be goo! such ar icles as either paid no duty, or a less 
vas pre- we of duty than twenty per cent. It was 
rly pa ie 'o the Senate that, under our existing laws, 
ary admitted free of duty. In he opinion, . 
‘to offer be much wiser to raise a revenue upon the 
en days Me 2% of silks, than te create a debt against 
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the country, either by the issue of Treasury netes, 
or by borrowing money. 

Mr. PB. said that we had no treaty with any 
foreign sation which would prevent Congress from 
imposing any duty they might think proper on the 
importion of silks. He had heard it stated in con- 
versation, that our treaty with France might stand 
in the way; but he had examined this treaty, and 
found it had no application whatever to the sub- 
ject. 

He knew that, under the Constitution of the 
United States, all bills for raising revenue must 
originate in the House of Repre:entatives; but the 
Senate mizht propose sach amendments to these 
bills as they thought proper. Notwithstand.ng this 
prohibition, he heped that the Committee on Fi- 
nance of the Senate might have an oppertanity of 
constitutionally expressing their opinion on this 
subject befure the close of the scssion; and to their 
hands he committed it with the most perfect conti- 
dence. 

The memorial was then referred to the Commit- 
tee on Finance. 

Oa motion by Mr. LINN, it was ordered that 
John Perry have leave to withdraw his petition and 
papers. 

On motion by Mr. PIERCE, it was ordered that 
the petition of Richard Ellioit, on the files of the 
Senate, be referred to the Committee on Pensions. 

Mr. KING presented the memorial of the Legis- 
lative Assembly of the Territory of Wisconsin, 
praying appropriation fur harbors aad a light-house 
on Lake Michigan; which wa; referred to the 
Commiitee on Commerce, and ordered to be 
printed. 

Mr. YOUNG presented a petition from citizens 
of Illinois, in relation to the lands gran'ed to the 
Polish exiles; which was referred to the Committee 
on the Fublic Lands. 

Mr. HUBBARD, from the Committee on 
Claims, to which was referred the petition of George 
Whitman, made an adverse report thereon; which 
was ordered to be printed. 

Mr. H. from the same commiistee, to which the 
subjects were referred, reported 

A bill for the relief of David Stone; and 

A bill for the relief of John J. Mackintosh; 
which were severally read, and ordered to a s:cond 
reading. 

Mr. KING, from the Committee on Commerce, 
to which had been referred the petitions of Edward 
Fanning and of Isaac Colyer, made adverse re- 
por's thereon, 

Mr. NORVELL, from the Committee on the 
Public Lands, to which was referred a bill to cre- 
ate an additional land office in the State of Michi- 
gan, reported the same without amendment. 


Mr. CLAY, of Alabama, to which was referred 
the memorial of the General Assembly of Alaba- 
ma, praying the creation of a new Jand district in 
that State, asked that it might be printed, to accom- 
pany Senate bill No. 13, already reported on that 
subject; which was agreed to. 

Mr. LINN, from the Commiite: on Private 
Land Claims, to which was referred a bill to revive 
the act entitled “An act to enable claimants to land 
within the limits of Mitsouri and the Territory of 
Arkansas to institute proceed ngs to try the vali- 
dity of their claims, &c.” reported the same with an 
amendment. 


Mr. WILLIAMS, from the Committee on 
Claims, to which was referred a bill for the relief 
of Richard Robertson, reported it without amend- 
ment, and recommended its indefinite posipene- 
ment. 

The bill for the relief of Samuel R. Slaymaker; 

The bill to confirm the title toa certain tract of 
land in the county of Mobile; were severally con- 
sidered, as in Committee of the Whole, and or- 
dered to be engrossed for a third ieading. 

The bill to establ sh a Board of Commissioners, 
to hear and examine claims against the United 
States, was taken up, and, after having teen de- 
bated by Messrs. HUBBARD, CALHOUN, TAP- 
PAN, SMITH, of Connecticut, MERRICK, 
GRUNDY, SEVIER PRENTISS, STRANGE, 
DAVIS, and HENDERSON, was postponed, and 
made the order of the day for Monday next. 
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The Senate then went into the consideration of 
Executive business ; after which it 
Adjourned until Monday next. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Faipay, January 24, 1840. 

The question betore the House was the proposi- 
tion of Mr. Taompson of South Carolina to amend 
the ru'es, by the add tion of the following: 

Resolved, ‘That, upon the presentation of any 
memorial or petition praying for the abolition of 
slavery or the slave trade in any District, Ter- 
ritory, or State of the Union, and upon the pre- 
sentation of any resolution, oc other paper touch- 
ing that subject, the receplion of such memorial, 
petition, resol“tion, or paper, shall be considered 
as objected to, and the question of its reception shall 
be laid on the table, without debate or further action 
thereon. 

And the propo-ition of Me. Apams, as a substi- 
tute for the above, in the following words: 

Resolved, ‘Ihat the following be added to the 
standing rules of this House, to be numbered the 
Q1st: 

“ Every petition presented by the Speaker, or by 
any member, with a brief verbal statement of its 
contents, shall be received, unless objection be 
made to its rec ption for special reason; and when- 
ever objection shall be made to the reception of a 
petition, the name of the member objecting, and 
the reason of the objection, shall be entered upon 
the journal. The question in every such case shall 
be, shall the petition be rejected? and no petition 
shall be rejected but by a majority of the members 

resent.” 

Mr. BYNUM was entitled to the floor on the 
above question. 

Mr. HOFFMAN roce for the purpose of mak- 
ing a motion that the rules, as amended, be adopted 
until otherwise ordered. 

The CHAIR sa‘d the motion would not be in 
order unul the gentleman from North Carolina 
gave way for that purpose. 

Mr. BYNUM said he would not, certainly, re- 
fuse permission to any gentleman to submit a mo- 
tion which would operate for the eonvenience of 
the House, if it be the general understanding that 
he should take the fluor afterwards. 

Mr. HOFFMAN then submitted his motion to 
adopt the amen‘ed rales until otherwise ordered. 

Mr. HAND offered an amendment, proposing 
the adoption of the rules, with the exceptiun of 
those authorizing the previous question. 

Mr. HOFFMAN said he had not yielded the 
floor, and moved the previous question on his pro- 
position. 

Mr. HAND. We haveno rules, and therefore 
no previous question can be moved. My object 
is to cut off that question, which so often embar- 
rasses the bus'nss of the House. 

The CHAIR said the previous question was 
known to the patlamentary Jaw; and 

After some further conversation, the motion for 
the previous question was entertained and seconded, 
and the main question ordered to be put. 

The question on the adopiion of the rules, as 
ameodei, was thea put, and decided in the af- 
firmative. 

Mr. BOTTS said, by the cour‘esy of the gentle- 
man from North Carolina, he rose to make a brief 
explanation, without comment, in regard to a news- 
paper report. 

Cries of ““No! Nu!’ 

Mr. B. was permitted to proceed. He said it 
was a custom in that Heuse, one which he sh-u'd 
not then underiake to discuss the propriety of, for 
genilemen to notice the numerous statements 
wh'ch appear in the various public prints, which 
misrepresent them; and he woull now cali the 
attention of the Speaker and the House t» a let er 
which was placed in his hand, and which ap- 
peared to have been writen by the letter-writer of 
the Charleston Mercury. He did not know who 
this 'etier-writer was, but he would read the letter, 
which was as follows: 

“In the House, Mr. Borrs attempted to get up 
another pis‘ol affair, in consequence of remarks 
made yesterday by Mr. Sora of Maine. Mr. B, 

| in his speech of Thursday, was very liberal of his 
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abuse on Andrew Jack:on—called him a tyrant, 
impostor, and of course every thing else vile and 
villainous. Mr. Smita, im his reply ye ter- 
day, stated that history would give the lie 
to the opprobriam which had been heaped 
vpon the Hero of New Orleans, and that 
his memory would live when his abusers 
and their abuse should be forgotten,&c. To the 
remark about history, Mr. Borts took exception, 
and expressed a great dealof uneasiness to know 
whether it was used in a personal sense, and inti- 
mated that if it was so intended, daggers, pistols, 
and bowie knives would be the consequence. To 
this threat Mr. Smitu, (who, by the way, is a jolly 
good humored wag, and the the largest man io the 
House, save Mr. Lewis,) replied that he meant as 
usual all tha' he said, aud that if the gentleman 
lacked a quantum sufficit of that scarce commodity, 
common sense, to understand words, he rea!ly could 
not at this time waste the money of the people, by 
giving the chivalrous member from Virgivia an 
opportenity of exterminating hm, or vice versa. 
With this explanation, Mr. Borrs seemed satisfied, 
and said a few words about ‘whatsoever’ insult 
was intended, not being appl:cable to him, &c. and 
took his seat, much mortfied at the Jaughter at 
which the conclusion of this tragic farce was re- 
crived by the audience ” 

Mr. B. said he had no motion to submit on the 
subject; but he submi ted to the Chair, and to every 
geatleman on that floor, if they did not recogaise 
this leter as a base fabrication from brgin- 
ning to end; and he submited it to the House, if it 
did not become their dignity, if privi'eged sea's be 
given by them, that they should, at least, net be 
given to blackguard letter-writers, to mis“epresent 
what takes place there. He understood that they 
were admitied as reporters of facts and pr c-ed- 
ings, and not as letier-writers, to misrepri sent what 
ac'ually occurs, 

Mr. PETRIKIN gave notice that he would ask 
leave, on Tuesday next, cr the first day ‘hat it 
would be in order to doso, to report a bill to re- 
peal an act to relieve from duty, iron prepared for, 
and ac'ually jaid on, railways or inclined planes, 
approved 4th July, 1832, and to gradua'e the 
duty to be paid on such iron hereafter imported 
from foreign countries. 

Mr. KEIM rose for the purpore of offering a pe- 
tition of bigh privilege, as it goes to the very orga- 
nization of the House. It is a petition from Cnarces 
J. Lncerso.t, claiming a seat upon this floor as the 
Representative of the people of the ‘Third Congres- 
sional district of Pennsylvania. He trusted that 
the importance of this subject would be acknow- 
ledged, and hoped he might be permiited to send it 
to the Clerk’s desk, and have it read. 

Objection was made by Mr. R. GARLAND. 

Mr. RAMSAY said the gentleman the other day 
had objected to the reception of the petition which 
he presented fiom the citizens of the Third Con- 
gressional district on this subject, on the ground 
that they had nothing to do with the question; and 
at the same time said if it were a petition from Mr. 
INGERSOLL, he would not have vbjecied. Mr. R. 
said this petition was from that gentleman himself; 
whereupon, 

Mr. R. GARLAND withdrew his objection, and 

On motion of Mr. CAMPBELL, of South Caro- 
lina, was, without being read, referred to the Com- 
mit ee of Ele<tiors. 

Mr. CAMPBELL, of South Carolina, said, be- 
fore proceedisg to the regular business, he would 
move thatthe Committee of Elections be permit- 
ted to sit during the sittings of the Hcuse; which 
motion was agreed to. 

Mr. J. W. JONES, chairman of the Committee 
cf Ways and Means, by permission, reported from 
said committee a bill making appropriations for 
the naval seivice for the year 1840; which was 
twice read, and, on his motion, referred to the Com- 
mittee of the Whole on the State of the Union, 
and ordered to be printec. 

Mr. BELL presented sundry depositions in re- 
Jation to the New Jersey contested election; which 
were, on his mo‘ion, referred to the Committee of 
Elections. 

Mr. RAMSAY made another effort to present 
the peution from the citizens of the Third Con- 





CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 





gressional di-trict of Pennsylvania, in relation to 
the contested seat of Mr. Nattor; but was ob- 
jected to. 

Mr. SARGEANT made an effort to report a 
bill from the Judiciary Commitiee, proposing to 
correct certain errors in the census law of last 
year; but it was a'so objected to. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Kentucky, asked permission to 
make a report from the Committee on Territuries, 
in relation to the difficulties existing between the 
Siate of Missouri and the Territory of Iowa. 
The difficulties had been teaporarily settled there, 
but it was believed they would come to hostilities 
yet, in consequence of the Governor of Missouri 
having refused to abide by the agreement entered 
into by the citizens of the two counties disputing. 
He thought that report woull allay all excite- 
ment. 

Mr. HUBBARD sa‘d he objected to its recep- 
tion, because there was a war going on in that 
House between the Abolitionis's and the people of 
the South, and until that was settled, he would not 
consent to any mation of the kind. 

Mr BYNUM proceeded in his remarks. He 
referred to the extraordinary remarks of the gentle- 
man frem Massachuetts, [Mr. Apams,] a few 
days ago, and those of Mr. Hunt on yesterday, 
di-claiming that they were Abo'itionists; and en- 
deavoring to rid themselves and the Whig party 
of the odinm of being identified with the Abolition 
paity. The later gentieman, particularly, had 
asserted that some of the leading men of the De- 
morretic partly were also identified with the cause 
of Abolition. That gen'leman had allude | to the 
case of Gerrit Smith, of New York, who (he said) 
was nominated by some of the Democratic pariy 
at Albany for the United States Senate. Mr. B. 
was proceeding to make an explanation to show 
that this nom‘nation was not a nomination by the 


Democratic party, but was an in‘lividual move- | 


ment, more in burlesque than in seriousnes*, when 
Mr. FILLMORE said he did not understand his 
colleague [Mr. Hunt] as saying that Mr. Smith 


had teen put in nomination by the Democratic | 


party. He understood him as saying that he had 
been put in nomination by a member from the 
county of Oisego, (who had been run as Speaker 
by that party,) and that that gentlemen had 
moved that the name of Gersit Smith be inserted 
in the bli asa proper person to be supported for 
United States Senator. 

Mr. PRENTISS, by the permission of Mr. B. 
made the fillowing explanation of the case 
referred to above. Mr. P. said Mr. Hunt, of 
N:w York, in his remarks of yesterday, re- 
ferred to the fact that Mr. Levi S. Chatfield, 
who repr:sents the county of Otsego, in the 
Assembly of that State, had moved to insert 
the name of Gerrit Smith, a leading Abolitionist, 
in a bill appoisting a United States Senator, and 
spoke of it asan evidence that the Democrats of 
the North favored that interest, Mr. Chatfield be- 
ing, he said, a prominent member of that party, 
and its candidate for Speaker of the body of which 
he is a member. 

Mr. P. asked leave to say a word in re- 
ply to the imputation upon Mr. Chatfield of be- 
ing an Abolitionist. He said that Mr. C. was one 
of his corst'tuents, and that the gent’eman from 
New York, (Mr. Hunt] had spoken truly when he 
pronounced him to be a man of talents and infla- 
ence. Mr. P. knew him well,and could assure 
the House that he was a Democrat; and one, too, 
who had teena uniform opponent of Abolition- 
ism, notonly in the county of Otsgo, but in the 
Legislative Hall of his State, where the De- 
mocra’s had sent him for the last two years to 
look after their interests. Jn the preliminiary ac- 
tion of the Assembly on the ques ion of appointing 
a Senator, Mr. Chatfield havirg been called on to 
nominate a cacdidate, named Eben. B. Morehouse, 
who is a resident of the same town where my home 
is, and who has, on every suitable occasion, repu- 
diated abolition doctrines and sentiments; but in 
the further progre-s of the qucs ion, a bill was in- 
troduced for consummating the appointment, and 
Mr. C. finding that the Whigs were determined 
that no other name but that of Nathaniel P. Tall- 
madge should be inserted in it, and after the names 
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of Albert H. Troy and Addison Gardner. i... 
tinguished gentlemen of opposite politi nwa 
rejected, moved that of Gerrit Smith, as a so 
burlesque upon the whole preceedivg, which It of 
carried on in such “hot haste” as to break 
all the rales of legislation, the majority yn, 
fusing to print the bill which solemnized the » 
riage banns between Whigery and Cons:rya io 
Mr. BYNUM then examined the argument, ; 
support of the right of petition by the _ 


who had preceded him, to which he —— 
| He then went over the whole field of consi 


tional righ'sinvolved in this question, and Presented 
many new views; and then adverited to that por 
of the speech of the gentleman from Masaa. 
setts, [Mr. Apams,] in which he had spoken of i 
tremendous. influence the Eng}ish literature w 
exerting over the question of slavery throughout 
the civilized world; and adverted to the remarks off 
Mr. Hunt, as to the denunciations which were t 
ing heaped upon America by foreign periodicals jy 
permiiting the instiiution of slavery to exist, jy 
denounced, in the warmest terms, the conrse of 
argument thus pursued, and the reference to the 
opinions of British serfs, by those gentlemen for 
the purpose of operating on our own liberal ins 
tutions. 

Mr. B. then referred to the report of Mr. Ping. 
ney in 1836, and the effort made by the Whig paity 
and Abolitionists to stifle tha) report. By ref. 
rence to the yeas and nays, he proved that they 
identified themselves with the Abolitionists, and 
voted with them against the resolutions accompa. 
nying that report. These resolutions declared tha 
Congress possessed no constitutional authority to 
interfere with slavery in the States or District of 
Columbia, and proposed to receive and lay all pe. 
lutions on that subject on the table, without being 
read or debated. These resolutions had even beeq 
denounced in the South as Northern resolutions, 
because they admitted the reception of Abolition 
petitions, while they were universally denounced 
by the Abolition presses of the North as interfering 
with the sacred right of petition. 

The powerful arguments of that report, he said, 
had not produced the effect to allay the excitement; 
it had not given quiet to the Abolitionists, but, on 
the contrary, had only increased their strength, 
Mr. B. then alluded to the report of Mr. Catnouy 
on incendiary publications; and the bill which had 
accompanied that repert for their suppression, 
which he said passed that body by the casting vote 
of Mr. Van Boren, then Vice President. No one, 
he said, could doubt the talent of Mr. Caxnovs, 
the author of that report. Yet the powerful argu- 
ments contained in itdid not satisfy the Abolitioniss. 
They of the North want argument, said the gen- 
tleman from Massachusetts, [Mr. Apams| Thy 
want to reason, to talk with us, &c. Mr. B. 
would inquire of them if the speech of Mr. Cuar, 
in the Senate of the United States, was not one 
fraught with the most powerful argumen's against 
the prayers of the Abolitionists? That speech, 
powerful as it was, did not satisfy or quiet them; 
but, on the contrary, only excited them to renewed 
exertions. He believed the very able arguments 
of that speech sealed the fate of Mr. Cray with the 
Abolitionis's, and deprived him of the nomination 
for which he had been so Jong aspiting. 

Mr. B. then read from the Emaacipaitor the ei- 
ul'ation of the Abolitionists at the nomination of 
Gen. Harrison for the Presidency and at the defeat 
of Mr. Clay, in jus ification of the above opinion. 

Mr. B. believed when gentlemen from the North 
asserted on that floor that all the Abolitionis 
wanted to salisfy them was argument, that they 
knew it was without foundation. They do not 
want argument—hey want their prayers gratt 
ed—they know the feelings of that House 
towards them; yet they flood us with their petilons, 
and it is all stuff to attempt to satisfy them. If 
the House should determine to receive and discus 
these petitions every year, it would be impossible 
eventually to do any of the public business of the 
country. 

Mr. B. then examined into the history of the pr- 
ceedings of the House at previous sessions, 00 
propesitions connected with this subject, for the 
purpose of proving that all those who aided 
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